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RENEWING A 
CONCERTS LEGACY 

 

 

On February 18, 2023, St. John’s 
renewed its legacy as an acoustically 

and artistically attractive space to 
host musical concerts of many types 

 

 
 

The classical piano concert by 
local pianist, Oliver Peart, 
resonated historically with an 
ambitious series of concerts 
St. John’s hosted from 1995 
through 2002 
 
The concert series originated 
soon after James Bailey hired 
as parish organist and 
Director of Music in 1995 

 

 

Idea was sparked through contact 
with Tim Dawson of the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra, and also 
involved with music groups with 
links to various charitable causes.  

 
Whole Note, Oct. 1, 1999 

 

The concerts: 

• Generate funds for St. John’s 
musical program 

• Bring new faces into church 
• Provide community event and 

performance opportunities 
for local musicians 

 

“Concert with a Cause” proceeds shared with: 
HAAD, which supported adults with autism; 
Campbell Village Ontario, a community for 
adults with disabilities; the Early Enrichment 
Daycare in St. John’s basement; Just Us, an 
outreach program for prisoners at the Don Jail. 

St. John’s found that “artists and 
groups are beginning to seek us out, 
rather than the other way around.” 
 
20 years later, it was Oliver Peart who 
approached St. John’s looking for a 
welcoming place to hold a concert. 
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