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LENT AND E~STER 1990 

It has been a very eKciting year so far for us at St. John's. Vestry 
was well worth the work that was put 1nto it. It is always a great 
plea sure to see us take responsibility for our parish life and 
0: 0IIIIIIu01ty. I am very grateful to last year's Wardens, Joan Devitt and 
Kathy Gower for their hard work on your behalf and of their support to 
me and William. Looking ahead, and I think I speak for everyone . it is 
going to be another good year. Certainly we have capable leaders 1n 
our new Wardens, Dennis Richardson and Evelyn Butler and their 
Deputies, Yvonne Johns and . John Gower. 

Looking back, I don ' t think I have experienced two more lovely and 
truly satisfying liturgies than the two we had to celebrate Christmas. 
Both Christmas Eve with its pre-eucharist collation , bells, and 
concert, and the informality of the Chtistmas Day liturgy, caught in a 
very comprehensive wtroy the essence of that wonderful Christian 
festival. 

February has been an especially wonderful month . Beginning with the 
visit from The RT . Rev . Caleb Lawrence and his wife Maureen on the 
month's first Sunday, our series of Sunday liturgies on our Baptismal 
Ministries proved a deeply moving journey in falth. I am especially 
grateful to the Liturgy Committee for their work in planning and. 
working on these Sunday litur~gies. The concluding liturgy in the 
pa rish hall on Sunday, Februa r y 18, was one of the great spiritual 
experiences of my life. 

I hope everyone was pleasantly surprised to come into a full nave on 
February 25th when we hosted our scouting and GuIding groups . The k ids 
were wonderful and willillm outdid himself in delivering a homily so 
well matched to the d ay's setting, congregation , and theme. Hopefully , 
his plea for ecumenical dialogue in our neighbourhood will be picked up 
and developed in a way beneficial to healing the painful wounds of our 
Chtistian division. Feed back from some of the adults visiting the 
patish was very hvourable. 

A Blessed Lent to each. 

Robert Ragler O. R. C. 

Sayings of the Saints 

Do not imagine that prayer 
consists only in words. It is 
a leap to God, an inexpressible 
love that is not of man's 
making. st. John Chrysostom 

~~ ~hO S~rrenders himself to God 
men ove.ls the most free of all 

Iivl.ng . He lives without 
c~~e , for God cannot lose that 
w lch is his . John Ruysbroeck 



How does a community gather? 

How does a corrrnun I ty come together? 

If the recent I I turgy around bapt! smal min i stries in the pari sh ha t I ! s 
any reflection, it would seem not without its own ~asure of fear and 
trepidation. Oh yes, and perhaps some creative exci t ement as well. 

As I move<! towards the table for a sandwich, provided as part of a l unch 
after the service, Nan Weston asked me if I would write something for the 
upcoming Issue of the parish newsletter . In the flurry of excitement and 
without much thinking, I saId "Sure," However, in th inki ng about it, I 
wonder If anyone person's words can adequately capture all tnat needs 
to be said about-the event. 

One woman said she hadn't seen so much excitement at St. Jonn's in 
thirty years. ~r cOIIIIIent confirmed what I personally thought to be good 
about the event, but It also alert ed me to the limitat ion of my own 
perspectives, having been a member of St . John's for only two yea r s. 

As I mused about what · I might say here about the event I wondered what 
~ol~s others mIght have .. . lf we might put our words t0gether share a 
~ ~r olcture of what the experience meant for all of us ... ~~d how all 

"
",',15 mlgh,t look from the perspective of our various ministries '0' 

s aroun the table. 

I wonder what It meallt for some of th Children who sat in the centre wh e younger people, fo r some of the 
"shared sermon" and contributed sao r1~~:st~ i~elr p~rellts with the 

y 0 e muSIC of the offertory . 

I wOllder what It meant for some of the I 
ill Dutting together the service and wha~e?~ e who weren't directly Involved 
church and worship isn't necessarily col I·dmeant. to people whose Idea of 
parish hall. nCI ent With assembling In the 

If you would I Ike to add a f 
shared on the 18th, please j~~ ~~rds, paragraph or page to what we 
place It In the servers' slot in ~~ something on the page prOV ided a d 

• e message box out SIde Robert's of~lce 
I II attempt to piece our words t • 
~ew, ', letter and as part of a broad~e~~~ a~ an appendix t o this month's 
a • en ary on the Iltu ..... y i" th .,. " e parish 

Having sa id that, I will cont inue 
subjec tivity, confident that my bl

my n~les on the 18tn with unbrldl d 
others _ after all, didn't BS w I be mOdified by the e 
subjectiV ity being the rocu:~~o'O'i 'ince say something about hblases of 

v ne presence? uman 

David Holmes 



CAN rou HEAR HE? 

, om dallc£>'Ig from P"lJ , to l:n./I~U· to 
aflai .. in joYfut l'''VBl'':,. • 

aiet" <:Ind back 

I am Belli",&, ehe !taUl/rll, tnll ftage, en6 fana , tn" 
colollrs of Jes",,' windOlo!8 and th. ftick/lring 
candr"" for th/l first timll again /I very "'68k. 

I am looking for my fri/lnde in c hurch and catting cue 
t hllir names ",,1I"n I spot th/lm and Bamlltim/l" they 
can back to mOl, 

I am tooking to """ who carri//8 ell" candles today . 

[ csk if I am goi ng to church on Saturday morning. 

I IJC111; to sing ",h6>1 I hear ollIPlniter- p.taying the 
a1'ga ... 

I want to epeak tikll Father Robert Bcying a pra!J81' . 

[ ... ant ta look in alt t),8 book. loan get from the 
pew" . 

I know that Chriatll!aB wae J88148' birthdav and I g01; 
ta h6Zp blowout the candls" . 

Duri."&, the pOllt !Jllar [ have learned to: 

speak i~stsad of cryi~9 whe~ I am i~ ~eed . 

to go through the 8e r vice without a bottle of 
milk. 

to begi~ to ti8te~ a~d watch what is goi~g o~ with 
ethers 

to ba~ance on the pew without fatting off 

oome to be independent e~ough not to ~e8d to be 
hetd an tile time in Numm!J's 01' Dodd!J's o",ms . 

I am a young chitd in ou,.. St. JOhn's commu~ity. I am 
tsa,..nin9 to e~p"'sss myself in many ways, not att of 
which a,..e approp,..iate at this tims during the chu,..ch 
ss,..vios. Plsase give me !Jour grace to bs who I am 
whits I am growing tn t o Who I wilt be. I am part of 
the preae~t and f uture of St . John'a. 

Submitted b!J Ma,..ion Barker On behatf of Kristopher 
and other . young chitd,..sn of this parish . 



The Rea l pur pose ot Sunday Morn ing and Pa ri sh Li fe 

. and Parish life is to turn us 
The rea~s~~~~~S:n~ft~~~d~~ ~~~~~~90ur brothers and sisters and to 

awaYG~~(III ~~ read the Hebrew and Christian stories in the scriPtures, 
~~r [oci.ira. the Word, we greet one .,mother, we fe-call .lIlvat on 
hiliar and call upon us and on bread and wine the Holy spirl~ that 
unite/to Christ in his · sacdtice of praise and thankS9iVin~h retmay 

be in communion with Him and with each other as the Body 0 r s . 

Christian Education, Liturgy, Outreach, Finance, Pastoral Ca r e, 
Property Maintenance, "nqlielln Church Women . LogoS, Lenten Programmes, 
Suppers . Socials. Vestry. Advisory, wardens, Clergy, SUlft lice not ends 
1n themselves but rather important means towa rds ends . Parish life 
eKiltl for the building up of the Body of Christ thllt we may be 
effective lIIinisters and stewards in the redemption of crelltion. 

the church upon the prophets and apostles. The Chrililtian faith 
John ' s is inca r national - it 11 built and extends itself as the 
of the baptised, o nly a few of which are called to the work of 
pceebyterate or episcopate. Our Day Care, Special Needs , Scouting 
and Gl,lides groups and Sunday Lltl,lrgy are signs of this incarnlltional 
baptis~l faith. 

The real purpose of Sunday morning and Parish life is the cal l to 
renewal, tranSfOrillation, holiness , lind action in the work of Christ i n 
the wotId. The call to this renewal, trans formation, holiness, and 
action 111 both corporate and individual. I see this taking place in 
our parish church as evidenced in the five homilies shared by lay 
people at the Liturgy on Baptismal Ministry Sunday we had on February 
18th., in the Logos programme on -God ' s Gift of Sexuality-, and in the 
cOllling Lenten programme on ·COI1Imunity and Growth-. I SllW this in 
Robert ' s ministry to Edna Thompson dying in the hospita l avec in Port 
Hope "a well as in parish administration . I saw this in ou r Vestry 
meeting in the W(J,y we delilit with diocesan outreach . I look f O[Wllrd to 
seeing this in the E"stec Vigil "t the possible b"ptism of 1Ingie and 
.rohn. 

Overheard in the vestry 
Serwr 1 I get mIxed up In tha incllnalions 
Server 2 'I\)U mMn ItIa absolutions 
SerYH 3 01 eourM Il0l'1 He means 1he 0bMsa1ons. -----------_._------- ---
AKtOr: Wl\at ala )")U doing today, John? 
Jolin: I guast I'm ItIa cruclftar. 
AKtor: Aren-' we all? 

.;:;:;-; .. ;;-;~:;-~;;Ye-~:-;-:;;;;~-;:=:-_-.-
an(! ~. ''''''V , 

Willlam, a . H.C. 



Wednesdays 

LBNTBN SCBBDULE 

Sundays 

A special Lenten air will ~ark the Sunday observance 
of the eUCharist throuqhout this season . Our 
seminarians , Gary Vandermere and Jim Lever , will 
preach on March 11 and 25 respectively. 

Thursday Bucha r ist s 1.15 p.m. 

I a m t estinq the waters to See i f the r e is a need foe 
a mid-week eucharint in the parish. Perhaps a 
daytime might be better than an evening, it so, 
please let me know. The Thursday Le nten eucharist 
will be said and hopefully will assist you in your 
Lenten discipline. 

PROGRAHIII!lS 

LOGOS "God 's Gift of Sexuality~ led by 
Jim and Sheila Crummey at 1,30 p.m. 

The turn out for this cou rse has been gratifying! 
over 20 people have s igned up . The course will not 
meet on Ash Wednesday or Wednesday, March 14 . 

- Choir Practice at 6,00 p.m. 

Anyone who would like to offer ~helr gift of song and 
music during Lent and/or Eastertide, please come and 
sinq or play. 

Thurdays - 'Community and Growt h" at 8:00 p . m. 

Our Lenten proqramme is based on the writinqs and 
thoughts of one o f Canada ' s foremost a rticuhtors of 
the Christian Faith, Jean Vdniec. We will meet in 
the Church, and the course will end at 9,30. 

GIFTS 

Of) 110! asl;. to h~,,· 'llur hfe'~ 
loaolightened. but for (Curage to 
enoure_ 

Du nOI a~1;. rur perfertion in ;111 
'·On do. hm for Ihe ,,·i,oom nOL LO 
rep""L mi,takes. 

Du 1101 a~k for fulfillment in <III 
H'ttT life. hut fOT patience \0 acrepL 
fr",tration. 

Ami finall,. 0" nota<1;. fot' more. 
hefore .a'llIg ·"Thanl;. Y"u·· rur 
,,-hat 'Olt Im\;: alreao' recel'erl. 

- firenoa Sl03L 



Cl c 

Wh~t La nguage Shall I Bo[[ow? 
a review by 

William Sibley, O. H. C. 

God- Talk in Worshi : A Male Res nse to 
en; rossroa . New YO t ; 

Does it matter that God is customarily addressed ' as ~he· . and 
portrayed in all - male terllls as Kin'l. Father, Lord , and Master~ 
exercising ~1llli9hty power and control? The book argues that It,does 
matter, because language powerfully slants and shapes our thinklng and 
action . In a male-dominated society. the image of God as a 
controlling male figure is an idol bolst:ctng,the sin of male 
dominance, and hindering our encounter wlth dlvine love revealed in 
Jesus enr ist. 

This book lookS at the real i ties of male dominance . as perceived 
by a milln becoming aware of it himself , and in church a nd soc i ety . It 
investigates the power of hnguage, arguing that though la nguage 
ooesn ' t control what we think, oue customary uses o f it strongly shape 
and slant our thinking and action. It shows that the language of 
Christian worship sees God exclusively through a metaphorical system of 
male kingship: the King - God - Almighty - Father - Pro t ector 
(KINGAFAP for short). 

The lIIaleness of God- talk (theology) is a serious problem for the 
Christian faith . because it permeates the language of the Bible , 
hymnody, litUrgies, olnd creeds . This book. therefore, looks for a -re 
illla ging- of God , bolsed on the Bible ' s reticence and freedom in God 
naming. the liberating direction of divine love culminating in Jesus , 
the Charolcter of the Goo Jesus calleo -Fathe r -, a n d the experience of 
God ' s threesome ness which led to the classic ooctrine of God as 
Tr ini ty . 

Since the author is both a poet and t heologian , the book includes 
theologicoll work in hymnic form, in which God is encountereo ano named 
olneW. in continuity within classic Christianity. 

The author. Brian Wren, is a ministe, '0 tho U, d n te Reform Church 
in England and works freelance as a h"""n wri,." p " 1 

and worship consultolnt. ,." rae ca theologian. 

I'll be glad to lend my copy of 
anyone in the parish who is 
Liturgy Committee, the lectors, and the 



BEATITUDES 
for friends of thl handicapped 

BLESSED are YOU who lake tim. 10 
li"en 10 difficult ,pw;h. for )'OU 

help u. to know thaI if ... pe,sever., 
we can be undc'ltood. 

BlesseO arc you who walk wilh II. in 
publk place. Ind ;snore the , lares of 

Hope means 10 keep Ii~ing 
amid tkspertllion 

and 10 keep humming 
in Ihe darknns 

Hoping is knowing thallhere is love, 
it is IItISI in lomorrow 

il is Ja/fing aslup 
and waking again 
when the sun roes. 

It, the midlt of a gale al sea, 
if is It) disco,'e. land. 
In the eyes of anolher 

il is /Osee Ihal you are unturst()()d. 

As long as there is stili hope 
Theft will also be prayer. 

And God ",ill be ha/di,lg you 
in God's hands. 

(F'Qm Henri No","",,'! I~j,h O{N" HQ~<U, 
Cop)~igbl C Ave Moria Prus) 

man,c", f"r in your companion,hip 
we find hive", of relax.,ion. 

81=<1 arc you who neve' bid us 10 
"hrry up," and, mOrt bl.s,«!, yOIl 
who do nOI . n.lch our 'ISh from u •• 
for oftc" " '. need tim. ralhtr ,han 
h.lp. . 

Blesscd 'lie you who "and be.ide ," 
... hen .. t .nlt. ntw and unltitd 
•• nlul·.. . for our ,aHur« ... iIl be 
ou,w.i~hod by ,h. times when we 
'urpr~ oursel ... iU\d you . 

Blessed are you ... ho a.k for Our 
help. for our slUles, need i. '0 be 
n.<"ded. 

Bles.scd are you who help u. wilh 
,he i.~;oUJn ... ofChri't. who did no, 
bruisc the reed and <iuench the nax. for 
ofICn .... need the h.lp "'. cannot ask 
fot. 

Bl=<"d arc you when. by aU the,. 
thin, •. you ..... ur. u. tha, the thing that 
makes u. illdi.iduals i. nol in OUt 
pealliu mu"l ... nOr in ou, wounded 
nervous .y.",ms. but in lhe God·given 
.elf lhal no infirmity can confine. 

R.joice iU\d be .xc<edins glad. and 
know lha, you lI.iv. u, reassuran«, 
lhat could n ... , be .!>Oken in word •• 
for you deal ... ith u .... God ha> dealt 
with all His children . 

_from On Yo", M~TC 
(M .... ac~w;.tr4 ~ja/lon 

/0' R./ardW Childnnj 



WARDEN S REPORT 

, me ,ting sincs the A>!nua~ Viltltrlf 
tour Wardens haue ~~Zd one d'scussed and reuiew.d th, many 
M88ti>!g, At that. t~me, .~:s ~o pari8hiol1ers and to th" 
ministries St., Jon>! s gl r r,uiew, w, also r,aZi;r;,d that 
targs r ,cornmu>!1. t y , I>! OUatso b, addr,8sed, w, a,1e that.all 
fi >!a nc:al co>!cern: i~~iy consider th, r"gutar use of thlsr 
parish~o>!ers pray I' 

e >! uetopes . 

At our meeti ng we 
year . OtiS 0/ the 
fcrward to ~s our 

also discu88ed our hopes for the co~ing 
actiuitiss we aI" particularty took1.ng 
Parish Conferenc e in May . 

Your wardens a~k your 
our parish durttlg the 

DII>!>!is /'I. Richardso>! 
tuety>! ButtsI' 
Yuo}'!>!s Joh>!s 
Joh >! GOloisr 

prayers in alt 
coming months. 

that we aonsider for 

Rector' 8 Warden 
Peopte'lJ liard,}'! 
D,puty IIard,n 
Deputy ~al'd.n 

CHRIST I AN EDUCATION 
by Haggie :1llldoon-Burr 

Sunda\' Scbool 
O\'e r the past 

Cuuic,ilum Upda te ' . 
few mon th s the children have been studYlng the 

In :O;ov ember we started at the 
This along • .-ith the story 

stories of the Heb r ew Scriptures, 
beginni ng, ... ith the story of Creati on , 
of Noah. becl<me our Christmas Pageant. 

After Christmas We began the sto r y of Abraham a nd Sa r ah , ~e 

tearned about God's promises to them, and about how they t rusted 
God , taking all of their possessions to another land and how God 
gav .. them a son in their old age. we learn about Hagar and 
l"hmael , and used the stor~ about Hagar and Ishmael's thi rst in 
the desert to t l<lk about the world ... ater shortage problems , Then 
w .. studied fsl\.l\.c and Rebekah, Jl\.cob's conflic t with his brot.h~r 
Esau, Jacob's wives Leah and Rachel, and finally Joseph and his 
brothers, (Tha t was the Sunday all of the children paraded into 
church wearing their " man~ colou red coa t s": I \.Ie also used t he 
part of the Joseph story whe r e Jacob and his sons were victims of 
a f amine, t o stud y wo r ld f ood distrib<!tion, Finall~', we are 
spending two weeks on ~Ioses, before taking a bi~ jump t o the life 
of JeS ll S , 

rn the unit o n Jesus, "'e ... ill study "arious aspec t s of life ifl 
Jesus' day, along with severa l of the key ~e ... Testament storie.,. 
Afte r Easter we wilt focus on the early church. and then finlsh 
the year by showing how SOme o f the sainta li"ed out the mO:!ssage 
that Jesus taught. 

The children are Ver}' knowledge1lble about th e stories o f the 
bible, and its ofte n hard to keep up <dth lhem, Tt i s enco"raoj:-
ing to s e e how much ther enjoy these stories. 

Sup'e" on Chil.lren And the Eucharist 
As a part of a pAper I am writing, I a m tq'ing to lathe r some 
information On children's participation in the Eucharist, from 
the children 's >lnd parent ' s perspective as "'ell as other adults 
in the communlt~ , I ha"e prepared a survey, which 1 would like 
as many 8S PO$~lb~e t o anS"'er, If yOIl hlH'en't a lready completed 
one, ann are wllilng to do so, I'd appreCiate It if vou would 
contAct me. ratl me at 767-0687, Or talk to me at churc h as 8001' 
"s possi.ble, Some ver)' interestinoj: ans wers are cOl'l1nl in fr olll 
the children , 



choosillg right 
or wrollg 

Iir.tthew f." 

--' 

Hove you done anything wrong today? What 

did you do about it afterwords? Did you say 
anything to anyone? We can choose to do 

right, or to do wrong. 

Jesus knows what it is like tv have to 

choose between right and wrong things. Satan 

tried to make Jesus do wrong things. Satan 
tried first one thing, and then another. Each 
time Jesus said. ·No.' In the end Jesus soid, 

'Go away, Satanl' ... So the Devil left Him. 
Jesus can help us to say 'No' to Sotan. We are 
not always strong enough to say 'No' to Satan 

on our own. But if we ask Jesus to help us todo 
the right things, He will help us and show us 

what to do. 

Dr aw a line from the rabbit to 
t he th in gs t hat go with Easter. 



You are 

FRI DAY AT HOME 

invited ANY FRIDAY, 6:30 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. to 
311 Sunnyside Ave . , Apt. 12 

Evelyn Butler and Phyllis Joy 
will have 

soup , bread , tea and coffee. 
So please come and join us. 

FEST IVAL OF WOKE NS ' GIFTS 

On Saturday, March 24th from 10:00 a . m. to 6:00 p . m. at St. Andrew ' s 
United Church (117 Bloor St., East) there will be a Festival of Womens' 
Gifts. 

Join us for workshops, films, art, refreshments and a worship service. 
See the bulletin board (downstairs across from the choir room) for 
furthe r information. If you ' d like to help by contributin9 sandwi-ches 
or helpin9 in the tea room, please call Li nd a Burns id e at 76 0- 73 57. 

Please note that Day Care is available and that tickets are available 
frau Linda BUt"nside, the Church office or a"t the door . 

• 
• 
• 

RUMMAGE SALE 

Don't fo!qet to save items for the Anglican Church 
Women.' .lj Rummaqe Sale to be held in. the s ri h 
will be published in. the leaflet for sev~!<I, ~9. T e e xac t date 
can start putting your articles of cloth" suhndays, but you 
now" log, s oes, etc", aside 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

"h"HAT EFFECT DOES TilE I"!'CRARIS'l' U1WE ON OUR L I VES?" 

A PARISH CONFERENCE 

DATE: Pt" irl 
ay, I'< ay 25 to Sunday, ~ay 27 

PLACE: "Ft"ienrlly A 
(ne ll t" Al t Ct"es " Confe r ence Cen t t"e 

on, Ontat"io) 
(""OST: $15. DO 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• • 
• · . . . . . . . . . . . . 

• • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



A Brief History of the Diocese of Toronto 
The Anglican story in Ontario 
tles ins when loyalis t refugi:!t!s 
from the American Revolution, 
many of them members of the 
Chu~h of England. sett led along 
what is now the route of 
Highway 401. Clergy were few , 
and for years Anglicans 
depended heavily o n lay 
patrons , lay fI:laders, and lay 
evangelis ts. The Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel (SPG), 
an English missionary society, 
sponsored most of the clergy 
and wielded considerable 
influence. The area came under 
the jurisdict ion of the bishop of 
l.ondon unt il \187, and was part 
of the diocese of Nova Scotia 
from 1787 to 1793, of Quebec 
from 1793 to 1837, and of 
Montru l from 1837 to 1839. 

In the first half of the nineteenth 
century, the dominant figure in 
the Church .. nd, some say, in 
the ent ire province. was the 
Rev'd John Strachan. who was 
posted to tiny York (Toronto) in 
1812. Tough-minded, canny 
and Mlsilient, an inveterate 
enemy both oD,fethOdism and 
of American political theory, he 
imparted many of Ihe . 
institutional ideals whIch 
remain with us today: :real for 
education, concern for good 
order. 8J1Cel1ence in religious 
journalism and a powerful but 
practical episcopate .. However, 
his vi$ion of an Anghcan 
Churc;b supported by the 
government, lucratively 
endowed with real estate. 
relat ively indeptmdent of lay 
influeoce, and influential in the 
social order , collapsed hefora 
5uch emerging realities of 
Canadian life as re ligious 
pluralism, pragmatic 
secularism and a taste for 
democracy. Strachan became 
first bishop of Toronto in 1839, 
when tha Crown established a 
new diocese in Mlaction to the 
Upper Canada ReheUion of 
1837. One of his most 
successful eJlp8riments was 
Synod. which brought together 
bishop clergy and lay delegates 
to gove'm the diocese. The idea 
was modelled on the diocesan 
convention of American 
Episcopalianism, but was a 
greal novelty in the British 
empire. 

Bishop Jo hn Strachan 

Strachan died in 1867, and 
throughout the following 
decade the diocese was racked 
by theological controversy. 
Were all Christians equally 
members of a royal priesthood, 
as evangelicals claimed, or did 
ordained clergy r8{:eive 
distinctive gifts of the Spirit 
and sp8{:ial authority. as 
Anglo·Catholics believed? Sam 
Blake, a sharp.tongued lawyer, 
led a lay movement which 
quickly gained national 
prominence. The practical 
implications orthe controversy 
were far.ntaebinB, and for yeatS 
"high Church" and "low 
Church" Toronto Anglicans had 
their own newspapers, their 
own Sunday school curricula, 
their own hymn book.!, their 
own theological colleges and 
tbeir own overseas mission 
societies. 

The thlrd bisbop of Toronto, 
Arthur Sweatman, wbo oversaw 
the diocese for a few months 
short of tbirty years 
(1879-1909), ministered a 
substantial degree of 
I"8{:Qnc;iliation. Not only that. 
but in an administrative sense 
he (Mlated tbe modem diocese 
of Toronto. Anglicans ware 
recognl.tlng that theiis was a 
voluntary, not an established, 
rellgious community, 
accountabla to its members, and 
called 10 heal "lts world rather 
than to control it. N; the city of 
Toronto grew dramatically in 
population, wealth. and 
national importance, the 
diocese grew correspondingly 
in influence within theChureb. 

<::::: :::;: .. - P 

Sweatman OIlso began t~ . 
develop an ambitious VLSlon for 
diocesan programming. a 
hallmilfk of the diocese today. 

The period from the First to the 
Second World War was the 
golden age of the Anglic~ 
social consciencl:!. Focussing 00 
Christ's proclamation of the 
Kingdom. Anglicans se t aboul 
with others to "Christianize the 
social order." The diocese 
became a model of social 
service. and it was passiooale . 
in lis crilique of the inhumanity 
of lbe commen:: iai and social 
status quo. Christ ian 
social activism sub5ided 
considerably after 1945, io a 
Dew age of go~mment SOCial 
pro~ram5 and Cold War 
anxLeties. The demands of 
Church extension dominated 
the 19505, a decade of 
spectacular growth for Toronto. 

After about 1962, Anglican 
membership and Sunday 
attendance in Toronto began a 
long and sometimes sharp 
decline. Many clergy and laity 
felt demoralized by the rise of 
secular theologies, increasing 
confidence in science, and the 
widespread debunking of 
Christian ideals-and moral 
standards. 
Arguably, however, this tUna of 
testing may have left an 
Anglican remnant that was 
spiritually strong8r and tougher 
as well as more committad. In 
the 1970'5 and 1980's mor8 
people Off8red themSillves for 
ordination and tbey were 
evaluated more carefully; per 
capita financial contrihutions 
rase. baptismal discipline 
became more rigorous; and 
Christian education focussed 
increasingly on "baptismal 
ministry" - the calling of aillhe 
failhfulto Christian service. 

10 the sesquicentennial year of 
the dioceSll, Anglicans pause to 
give thank.! for the witness of 
all the saints, to seek 
forgiveness and DeW direction 
where necessary, and to pray 
for fresh vision and energy in 
their ministries. 

AlIlllor Alan Hayes. Professor of 
~lI~h History 0 / Wyc/iffe College. 
,$ 1M"or of the ne ... diocesan 
h,s/ory By Crace Co-workers. 
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