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As we gather as a community 

Those worshiping at home may wish to create a sacred space by lighting a candle. 

 

* The Land Acknowledgement is taken from A Liturgy for The National Indigenous Day of Prayer 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-

liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa

8  Retrieved 2021 March 8. 

Our liturgy is taken from the Book of Alternative Services (1985) © 2004 by the General Synod of 

the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under license from ABC 

Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of 

Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library. Further copying is prohibited. The faith commitment at the 

end of the service is taken from the Iona Community. 

Cover image: Old Woman with a Candle in a Window, Oil Painting by Gerard Dou, 1661 

Unless otherwise noted, music is from Common Praise (CP), © 1998 by The General Synod of the 

Anglican Church of Canada. Please see specific copyright notice below each hymn/song. 

Service Music: Mass of the Lamb, Francis Patrick O’Brien © 2018 G.I.A. Publications Inc. 

 

Today’s Reading:  

 Isaiah 2:1-5, NRSV; Psalm 122, Inclusive Bible; Romans 13:11-14, NRSV; Matthew 24:36-44, Inclusive 

Bible. 

 

 

New around here? We're so glad to see you! Welcome to St. John’s! We hope 
you are blessed today as we worship God together.  

We invite you to stay for fellowship following our service or join us for 
education classes. If you have any questions about our congregation or the 

sermon, feel free to ask a member of the ministry team or to contact us 
another way. We're so glad you're here and hope to see you again. 

  

 

PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY 

Celebrant & Preacher: Mother Alexandra Stone 

Deacon: The Reverend Evelyn Butler 

Eucharistic Assistant: Lisa Rumble 

Prayers of People: Susan Rynasko 

Lectors: Mabel-Anne Waters & Alison Smiley  

Piano: Dan Gooch 

Guitar and Vocalist: David Krause 

Technical Support: Greg Los, Chris Rutty & Michael Taylor  
 
 

https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa8
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa8
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/nidp-liturgy.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1oWVCmVyX1tQWadWWfd1e5PoGDl4bf_p77nxkedV50uBflICO4BE2MUa8
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PRELUDE 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT* 

Please stand as you are able. 

Creator, you made all people of every land. It is our responsibility to give 

thanks and respect to those who first occupied this land we are upon. We 

give thanks to the Wendat, the Anishinaabe, the Mississauga of the Credit 

and the Haudenosaunee, the first people of this land. 

We offer our respect to those ancestors who may be interred on this land.  

We are also thankful for the gifts of the People of the land. Creator let us be 

of Good Mind to reconcile the mistreatment of this land and to those who 

have been displaced.  

With thankful and respectful hearts, we pray in Your name, Your son the 

Peacemaker and the Sacred Spirit.  Amen.  

ASPERGES  

Springs of water, bless the Lord, 

giving glory and praise for ever! 

Springs of water, bless the Lord, 

giving glory and praise for ever! 

Refrain 

Springs of water, bless the Lord, 

giving glory and praise for ever! 

Springs of water, bless the Lord, 

giving glory and praise for ever! 

Water of mercy, heal and renew us. 

Wash us in your saving grace. Refrain 

Fountain of justice, flow deep within us. 

Wash us in your saving grace. Refrain 

 

WELCOME 

 

 



 4 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Deacon: Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Those who follow me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

All:  Jesus, come quickly. 

Deacon: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
They lived in the land of shadows, but now light is shining on 
them. (Isaiah 9:2) 

 We light this candle to remind us of the hope of all people for a 
Saviour who will bring us freedom and peace. This hope was 
promised by the prophets of the Hebrew Testament, who shared 
their vision of justice coming to the earth by the mighty acts of 
God.   

 The first candle is lit.  

Celebrant: Almighty God, 

All: you awaken in us the desire for the coming of your Son 
Jesus. May he kindle in us the light of his love, and bring the 
reign of peace and justice you promise for the whole earth. 
Amen. 

 
 
HYMN Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending  CP 114 

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 

once for favoured sinners slain; 

thousand thousand saints attending 

swell the triumph of his train: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

God appears on earth to reign. 

 Every eye shall now behold him, 

robed in dreadful majesty; 

all who set at nought and sold him, 

pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 

deeply grieving, deeply grieving, deeply grieving, 

shall the true Messiah see. 
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Now redemption, long expected, 

see in solemn pomp appear; 

all his saints, on earth rejected, 

thrill the triumph sound to hear: 

hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 

See the day of God appear! 

 Yea, amen, let all adore thee, 

high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory; 

claim the kingdom for thine own: 

O come quickly! O come quickly! O come quickly! 

Hallelujah! Come, Lord, come! 

Words: John Cennick, Charles Wesley, Martin Madan; alt. 

Music: Melody attrib. Thomas Olivers and Martin Madan 

Public Domain 

 

WELCOME 

OPENING PRAYERS 

Celebrant: The grace of Jesus the Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, 

All: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 

no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 

Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

 

KYRIE ELEISON 

Kyrie, eleison. 

Kyrie, eleison. 

Christe, eleison. 

Christe, eleison. 

Kyrie, eleison. 

Kyrie, eleison. 
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COLLECT 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

and put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life 

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility, that 

on the last day, when Christ shall come again in glorious majesty 

to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through Christ who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All: Amen. 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Please be seated.  

FIRST LESSON 

A reading from the Hebrew Testament and book of the Prophet Isaiah.      

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of God's house shall 

be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 

raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of God, to the house of the God of Jacob; that we may 

be taught God’s ways and that we may walk in God’s paths." For 

out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of God from 

Jerusalem. 

God shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 

many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 

their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of God! 

 

PAUSE 

Reader: Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 

All: Thanks be to God.  
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THE PSALM:    

The psalm is printed in your bulletin. Let us read it responsively. 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the 

Holy One.”  

Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself.  

To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Almighty, the 

assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Almighty.  

For there are the thrones of judgement, the thrones of the house 

of David.  

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who 

love you.  

Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers.  

For my kindred and companions’ sake, I pray for your 

prosperity.  

Because of the house of the Holy One our God, I will seek to do 

you good.” 

 
SECOND LESSON 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Church in Rome.    

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 

for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now 

than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is 

near.  

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the 

armour of light; let us live honourably as in the day, not in 

reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 

not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on Jesus the Christ, 

and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
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PAUSE 

Reader: Listen for the leading of the Spirit. 

All: Thanks be to God.   

Please stand as you are able.  

GRADUAL    

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

[May repeat] 

 

THE GOSPEL 

Gospeller: May God be with you.  

All: And also with you.  

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of Jesus the Christ, according to Matthew.   

All: Glory to you, Jesus the Christ.  

No one knows that day and that hour – not the angels of heaven, 

nor even the Only Begotten – only God. The coming of the 

Promised One will be just like Noah’s time. In the days before the 

flood, people were eating and drinking, having relationships and 

getting married, right up to the day Noah entered the ark. 

They were totally unconcerned until the flood came and 

destroyed them. So it will be at the coming of the Promised One. 

Two people will be out in the field; one will be taken and one will 

be left. Two people will be grinding meal; one will be taken and 

one will be left.  

Therefore be vigilant! For you do not know the day your Saviour 

is coming. Be sure of this: if the owner of the house had known 

when the thief was coming, the owner would have kept a 

watchful eye and not allowed the house to be broken into. You 

must be prepared in the same way.  

The Promised One is coming at the time you least expect.” 

 

PAUSE 

Gospeller: The Gospel of Christ. 

All: Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
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GRADUAL    

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

[May repeat] 

 
SERMON 

Please be seated for the sermon.  

 

MUSICAL REFLECTION 
 Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning   

 1 Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

For the time is drawing nigh. 

 Refrain 

 Children, don't grow weary, 

Children, don't grow weary, 

Children, don't grow weary, 

See what the Lord has done. 

 2 Darker midnight lies before us... 

....for the time is drawing nigh. 

 3 Children, don't stop singin'... 

...for the time is drawing nigh. 

 4 Oh Children, keep on prayin’... 

...for the time is drawing nigh. 

 5 Lo, the morning soon is breaking... 

...for the time is drawing nigh. 

Words and Music: African American spiritual; Public Domain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  

Please stand as you are able. 

Celebrant:  I invite you now, as you are able, to join in confessing the faith of 

our baptism, as we say, 

Celebrant: I believe in God Almighty, 

All: creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Saviour. 

He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven,  

and is seated at the right hand of God. 

He will come again 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Intercessor: God of Hope.  

All: We pray to you.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Deacon: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in 

mercy; God welcomes sinners and invites us to this table. Let us 

confess our sins confident in God’s forgiveness.   

Silence is kept 

Celebrant:  Most merciful God, 

All:  We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 

sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of Jesus the 

Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we might 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 

all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and 

keep you in eternal life; through Jesus the Christ.   

All: Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant: May the peace of Jesus the Christ be always with you. 

All: And also with you. 

We take a moment to share the peace.  
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
OFFERTORY  

If you are able to make a contribution, we appreciate your generosity. Your 

offering makes it possible to continue our ministry here at St. John’s. 

If you would prefer to give online, please visit our website at www.sjwt.ca and 

look for the donate now button. 

 
 
HYMN O Day of God, Draw Night     CP 92 

O Day of God, draw nigh 

In beauty and in power; 

Come with thy timeless judgment now 

To match our present hour. 

 Bring to our troubled minds, 

Uncertain and afraid, 

The quiet of a steadfast faith, 

Calm of a call obeyed. 

 Bring justice to our land, 

That all may dwell secure, 

And finely build for days to come 

Foundations that endure. 

 Bring to our world of strife 

Thy sovereign word of peace, 

That war may haunt the earth no more, 

And desolation cease. 

 O Day of God, draw nigh 

As at creation’s birth; 

Let there be light again, and set 

Thy judgments in the earth. 

Words: R.B.Y Scott; © 1988 Emmanuel College, Toronto 

Music: James Hopkirk; © Estate of James Hopkirk 
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PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  

Celebrant:  God of love and power, your word stirs within us the expectation 

of the coming of your Son. Accept all we offer you this day, and 

sustain us with your promise of eternal life. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER Eucharistic Prayer #3 

Celebrant: May God be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them up to God. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we 

give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in 

the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, and opened to 

us the way of salvation. Now we watch for the day when he will 

come again in power and great triumph to judge this world, that 

we, without shame or fear, may rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name. 

All:  Holy, holy, holy, O God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of Our God. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love 

you have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be 

your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these 

last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 

the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 

righteousness, out of death into life.  
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death 

he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when 

he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body, which is given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is 

my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, Father, according to his command,  
 

All:  we remember his death, 

 we proclaim his resurrection, 

 we await his coming in glory; 
 

Celebrant: and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord 

of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this 

wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 

these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 

and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by 

the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in 

Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and with 

whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 

glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. 

All: Amen. 
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THE SAVIOUR’S PRAYER 

Celebrant: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus  

taught us. 

All: Abba, Amma, Beloved, your name be hallowed, your reign 

spread among us, your will be done well, at all times, in all 

places, on earth as in heaven. Give us the bread we need for 

today. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Let us not fail in the time of our testing. Spare us 

from trials too sharp to endure. Free us from the grip of all 

evil powers. For yours is the reign, the power and the glory, 

the victory of love, for now and eternity, world without end. 

Amen and Amen.  

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant:  God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  

All:  Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

Celebrant: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  

grant us peace, grant us peace, grant us peace. 
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COMMUNION 

The Eucharistic feast is a participation in the Body and Blood of Christ. 
Receiving Communion is a sacramental means through which we reaffirm 

that we became part of Christ’s one Body in our baptism.  

The Anglican Church welcomes all Christians from any denomination to 
receive Communion. 

Please speak to the priest after the service if you would like to discuss 
baptism or if you have any questions about the sacraments. 

Those who do not wish to receive Communion at this time are welcome to 
come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over your chest to 

indicate that you wish to be blessed. 

Gluten free hosts are available. Please let us know if you require one. 
 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

Those who wish to do so are invited to make their Spiritual Communion.  

You may use the following prayers. 

In union, O God, with the faithful at every altar of your Church, I desire to offer 

you praise and thanksgiving. And since I cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself 

to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. Let me never be 

separated from you. Let me live and die in your love.  Amen 

Come, Jesus, dwell in me in the fullness of your strength, in the perfection of 

your ways, and in the holiness of your Spirit, and rule over every hostile 

power in the might of your Spirit, and to the glory of God.  Amen. 

May the Body and Blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ preserve my body and 
soul unto everlasting life.  Amen. 
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HYMN Now the Silence   CP 53 

Now the silence Now the peace 

Now the empty hands uplifted 

Now the kneeling Now the plea 

Now the Father's arms in welcome 

Now the hearing Now the power 

Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 

Now the body Now the blood 

Now the joyful celebration 

Now the wedding Now the songs 

Now the heart forgiven leaping 

Now the Spirit's visitation 

Now the Son's epiphany 

Now the Father's blessing 

Now Now Now. 

[May repeat] 

Words: Jaroslav J. Vajda 

Music: Carl F. Schalk 

© 1969 Hope Publishing Co. 

Used by Permission. CCLI Print License 21107945; CCLI Streaming License 

21107952; CCLI Song No. 218750 

 

 
HYMN Wait for the Lord, Whose Day Is Near  CP 94 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord; be strong, take heart! 

[May repeat] 

Words: Ps. 31.24 and Ps. 130.5; para. Taizé Community (France) 

Music: Jacques Berthier 

© 1991 Les Presses de Taizé. Used by Permission of G.I.A. Publications, Inc., 

exclusive agent. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

All: you have fed us with the bread of eternal life. Keep us ever 

watchful, that we may be ready to stand before you. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

Celebrant: Please join me in affirming our commitment to serve God in the 

world. 

All:  We believe in a with-us God who sits down in our midst to 

share our humanity.  

We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe place;  

into action, into vulnerability and into the streets. 

We commit ourselves to work for change and put ourselves 

on the line; to bear responsibility, take risks,  

live powerfully and face humiliation;  

to stand with those on the edge; to choose life and be used 

by the spirit for God’s new community of hope. Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
 
CELEBRATIONS, NEEDS, REFLECTIONS  
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow.    CP 672 

Praise God, all creatures high and low.  

Praise God, in Jesus fully known.  

Creator, Word and Spirit one. 
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HYMN  Down by Riverside (Study War No More)  

I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield 

Down by the riverside 

Down by the riverside 

Down by the riverside 

I'm gonna lay down my sword and shield 

Down by the riverside 

Study war no more 

Refrain 

I ain't gonna study war no more 

I ain't gonna study war no more 

I ain't gonna study war no more 

I ain't gonna study war no more 

I ain't gonna study war no more 

I ain't gonna study war no more 

I'm gonna put on my long white robe... 

I'm gonna walk with the Prince of Peace... 

Words and Music: African American spiritual 

Public Domain 

 

 

Deacon:    Go with Christ, watchful, attentive, present and always hopeful. 

All: Thanks be to God!   

 
 
POSTLUDE 
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Building up for God! 

The mission of St. John’s Church is to build a community of caring believers 

committed to Christ, to work for justice and service to all in need. We gather to praise 

God, and to give and receive support to meet the challenges of our daily lives and 

ministries. We call on everyone to come and join us. 

We are an accessible, accepting, diverse community. We are young and old, able-

bodied, and disabled, employed and unemployed. We are married, single, divorced, 

straight, and LGBTQ2S+. We are from all over the world, yet we could live next door. 

You will find open minds and open hearts at St. John’s. 
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