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Chronological History 

I n 1879 - Mrs. B. W. Murray, then l iving in 
what is now Swansea, d isturbed about th e 
lack of Church and Sunday School faeili. 
ties in the sparsely sCltled area later to be 
Wes t Toronto Junction, held Sunday 
School in her li ving room during summer 
for children in the district. Later in the 
same yea r arrangements we re made to 
hold services for parents in Mr. M c
Gregor's home, loca ted at the co rner of 
Elizabeth ( now Runnymede) and Annette 
Suo 

The first vestry mee tin g was held Dec. 19, 
1879, with Rev. J. H . McCollum of St. 
Thomas' Church presiding. Subsequently, 
services were held in a building at th e 
corner of Elizabeth a:1d Louisa SIS" now 
Runnymede Road and St. J ohns Road. 



Two ycars bier a wood ~ n ch u rc h Wa3 

erected on :l. tria ngle of land donated by 
Mess rs . Fiskc n and Wadsworth, and sit
uated Oll the junc tion of St. J ohns Rd . and 
Dundas St . The cost of the church was 
S700 and it was formall y ope ned by 
Bishop Sweatman on Novembe r 20, 1881. 
Shor tly afte r Mr. McColl um had to give 
up charge of the m ission and the church 
was :lltached to 51. M a rk 's, Carlton ( now 
West T oron to). The minist ry was ca rried 
on by di\'inity stud ent s and man y promin
ent Wycliffc College graduates rece ived 
th eir early training in St. J ohn's. 

\ Vest Toronto Junc tion was expandi ng 
r:lpidly as a railroad cent re and ,i n 18.87 
St. J ohn's bt'C:ln)c a sc par:l. le pansh With 
Rev. A. C . M iles as Ihe first rec tor. Plans 
were laid for the erection of a la rgtr 
church and on J anuary 26, 1890, the new 
brick church seating 350 was opened. The 
new church cost $8,737 and th e frame 
bu ild ing became the Church Hall. 

In 1892 , Mr. M iles was succeeded by Rev. 
( later Canon) R. P. Mc Kim and he in 
turn ,:",as followed by Rev. F. H . (later 
Archbi shop ) Ouvernet in 1895. Under 
these two rectors the parish fl ou r ished and 
became the missionary minded Church it 
still is. ] n 1903 the church was enla rged 
and in 1904, Mr. Ouva rnet was elected 
Bishop of Ca ledon ia . His successo r at 51. 
J oh n's was Rev. T. Beverley Smith. 

The Rev. T . Beverley Smith was rec tor from 
1904·1917 and during his incumbency 
g reat expansion and many changes look 
place. I n .the ca rl~ part of his rec lorship, 
the J l;Incllon , as It was ca lled , was just 
emerglllg from a hea rt breaking business 
slump ca used by the rerou ting of the rai l. 
road down th e Don Vall ey. During th e 
period r rom 1905·1 9 14 there was a great 
in fl ux of people from the Old Country 
and the J unction rapid ly spread out al ong 
Annette 51. to Jane and up Runnymede 



Rd. to 51. Cbir. M any of these new peo· 
pic were Anglic<l.ns and to meet the needs 
of the ex p:mding :l.ren, missions were 
ol)Cned at 51. Cbi r an d Runnymede and 
on :\nne lte 51. ncar J;"Il1e 51. These mis
sions a re now the parishes of the Church 
of the Advcnt and St . Paul's Runnymede, 
To ;"I (commodate the large Sunday School 
and the many flourishing organiza tions of 
51. J ohn's , a new parish hall was built. 
T his pOlrish hall (now the YWCA bui ld· 
ing) a t 51. J ohns Rd . and Dundas St., 
W:"lS opened in 1913 and was an active 
centre of parochi:ll life . W ith the advent 
of W:\r in 1914 the dut ies of the rec tor 
Iwr:unc evcn morc onerous ;tnd in 1917 , 
Mr . Smith was forced to gi\'c lip and Rev. 
R. M:lc~amara , a returned chaplain , was 
chosen as rector. 

The ~bjo r , :u he wa.s affectioll;ttely known to 
nun)', came 10 51. J ohn's as rector when 
:lI1olher m3jor ch<l.nge was taking place 
in the " J unc tion", now known as \ \lard 7 
and part of Toronto. Bloor St. h;-tel been 
op(' ncd up 3S a main tr a ffic artery and 
1l13ny new homes had been buil t sou th 
and west of the older 3rea. The church 
w.1.S now on the edge of the par is h rathe r 
than in th e cen lTe . 

After much prayer ;"I'ld discussion the pre
sent rec tory was erected on H igh Park 
A\·e. :lnd a site for a chu rch purchased 
at the co rner of Quebec and H umberside 
- the geographical centre of the parish. 
The co rner stone of the new church was 
laid M ay S, 1923, by Bishop Sweeney and 
the church opened for worship on No· 
vember 4 of the same year. 

The be:lutiful Ascension window, a mem
orial to those who made the supreme sac-

rifi ce III th e (ir~t Gr(';!l W:lr , W:'l S ded ic,Hed 
a, week bter by Bishop Reeve, At that 
time th~ re was a ,large group of young 
people 111 the parish :lnd Bib le d,\Sses , 
A YPA :lnd all ph:lsCS of parish l ife \Vcre 
gi\'cn :l grc:u impetus by the new churrh . 
Of course the building had to be paid for 
and th e story of St. J ohn's over the next 
20 years was one of continual effort to re
duce the debt. M r. MacN:lma ra 's health 
fina ll y broke down and he retired in 1935 
afte r 18 years of inspirational and devoted 
leadership. 

As successor to 1\.·l r. MacNamara,S!. J ohn's 
w.as fotlunale in securing Rev. ( no". 
DI ~ h.op ) II. R . Il un t. lI e brought to us :l 

driVing ZC:l1 which, combined with his 
organizing ab ility, resulted in a clearan ce 
of the debt by November, 1944, despite 
the Outbreak of lhe Second World War 
and the tail end of the depression . On 
51. Luke's Day in 19014, Mr. H unt ~at m 
the church to receive the gifts of the 
people and hy evening o\'('r .~IO,OOO h ;"l d 
I~een rel'ei\'rd. T his W:IS suffi cient to re
tIre the bal.1.nce of debt ;"Ind on Sunday. 
November 19, 1944, the church was con
secrated by Archbishop Owen. 

Mr. I-I unt continued to serve as rector 
until 1949 when he was called to be re("
lor of the C1lUTCh of the Redcemer \"I1('re 
hc continued to give dynamic leadership. 
H e was succccded by Rev. Clinton Cross 
and under his leadership our Chu rch H all 
was remodelled a nd subsequently the 
churc.h itself was renovated to the present 
beaullfu l House of Cod in whi ch we war . 
s~i p . In 1955, Mr. Cross was as ked by the 
Bishop to <l.ccept the rectorship of 51 
Ceor$e's, Oshawa, which, owing to the 
long .d lness of its r~ctor had not been pro
gressing as well ;"IS It should . 



Our new rector , Rev. Reginald St ;"l(" k
house , ass um ed his duties in Febru ;'l. ry, 
1956. Under his leadership SI. J ohn's 
kept forging ahead. New problems due to 
a changing dis tr ic t and the influx of many 
New Canadians , some of whom had no 
chu rch affi l ia tion, present ed a challenge 
wh ic h had to be met. ThaI cha ll enge is 
w ith us yet. St. J ohn's is no longer a 
suburban chu rch but is still in the hea r t 
of a large residential distric t and has the 
opportunity fo r se rvice presented by such 
d iHricts. 

In latc 19j9, we purchased the house a t the 
.orner of lI i~h Park :lnd H umberside . 
I t was .ompletely redeco rated and refur 
bished, and is now a useful add ition to 
ollr b ci lities, providing sepa rate rooms fo r 
Sunday School classes and numerous org
an izations. English classes for new Can
adians and the Friend ly Corner Croup for 
se ni or c itizens are some of the social ser
vice projects using the house. 

In 1960, Mr. S tackhouse decided to take fur
the r theological stud ies to prepa re for a 
le:lching ca reer. After prayerful consider
at ion and consu ltat ion he reg retfull y re
signed as Re c tor, leaving us in Au gus t. 

Rev. Go rdon Philpo tts accepted the invi
tation to become our new Rec tor. He and 
h is fam il y joined us in Septembe r, 1960. 
Already we have felt the impac t of his 
person:ll ity and leadership. We look for
ward to many happy years of - to use 
the AYPA motto - "Worship, Work, 
Fe ll owship and Ed ifica tion" with him to 
guide us . 

Our slogan for this 80th anniversary 
year so well points to our duty - "Salute 
the Past , Lay H old on the Future" . 

O ve r the 80 years of ou r parish l ife we have 
been blessed with good leade rsh ip. Two of ou r 
rectors - Rev. F. H. Duvemet and Rev. H. 
R . Hunt were elected Dishops ;\5 were also 
two of our assistants, R ev. WaJter Barfoo t _ 
later Primate of all Canada, and Rev. Stephen 
Wong - now serving in China. 

Down through the yea rs many of our young 
men have entered the ministry. Others have 
served the church in o ther capacities . Several 
of ou r women have also served in "far places 
of earth" and othe rs a re or have been act ive 
in socia l ser vice work lo~ally. ' 

T HE CHURCH SCHOOL 
St. J ohn's was in i tia ll y started by one wo

man ( Mrs. B. W. Murray) because of her con-

cern for the spiritual welfare of the children 
in a growing community. Since that time the 
Parish has continued to furn ish facilities (or 
the training of children from the beginners 
class to those of Bible class age . Now the re 
are Bible study groups for adults on Wed nes
day and Sunday. 

As in the case o( most Church schools we 
have had our peak periods and ou r low per-



iOOs, but the Church School has carried on 
ovc rcoming o\'ercrowded conditions and teacher 
5hort:!gcs until now we ha ve excellenl facili
ties in our Parish I-louse and the Church 
11.111, and experienced direction in modern 
tC:lching methods. 

We owe a great de:!1 to those leachers who 
pt'rsistcd in the early years in wh:tt al times 
must have seemed a fruitless task. Despite 
c rowded condi tions and lack of equipment , 
regularly they came out on Sunday not know
ing whether they would h,we one class or 
three. They were the pionee rs and many of 
our present Church members will remember 
them gratefu ll y. 

THE BIBLE C LASSES 

The story of 51. J ohn's would not be com
plete without a re cord of the many Bible 
classes which werc an important part of the 
church life and produced many of ou r present 
parish leaders . Although a number of the 
classes through the years were not known by 
any special name, other than their leade r's, 
they all filled an integ ral part in the parish 
life of thei r day. 

Here arc some of the best-remembered 
cI:tsses: 

The Bula Maladi Boys' Bible C lass was 
founded by M iss H ilda May in 1895 and 
flourished until the late 19-10'5. Through the 
bithful teach ing and devotion of M iu M ay, 
a numbe r of young men and boys from th is 
class have gone on to serve in the ministry 
of the Church, and in other Ch r istian en
deavours. 

The Kisdo Girls' Class was founded by Mrs. 
W. G. M acNama ra in 19 19 and survived ove r 

1 

twenty years. M :tny of the ol'ig;n,, 1 membe rs 
of this cbss a re still active and devoted mem
be rs of ou r congregation. Starling with a mem
be rsh ip of six, the cla5S grew very rapidly un
de r Mrs. MacNamara's leadership . The class 
was very m ission:t ry minded ; two of its c"r1y 
members went out to the mission field , 1 .... ( :55 
Florence Giles going to th e Arc tic and M iss 
Edna Ellio tt going to J apan . 

The Alert Youn g Men's Il iblc C lass was or· 
ganized in 1923 by Rev . W. J . M into Swan. 
With an initial membership of 12, it grew in 
less tha n two years to be one of the five 
largest Bible classes in Toronto, with an aver
age at tendance of over 100 members. Lasting 
until the second World W ar ca ll ed most of its 
members, the class made a decided contribu· 
tion to the l ife of the Church and to West T o
ronto in general, actively par ticipating in com
mun ity activities and sports. Severa l of our 
wardens came from th e ranks of the Alerts as 
have many leaders in othe r fields . 

The fahelo G irls' Bible Class started by 
Miss Edith Code in the midd le 1920'5 to pro
vide instruction and guidance for the girls who 
were too young for the Kiselo class and who 
had graduated from th e J unior Sunday School. 
This group continued for abou t eight years at 
which time it was amalgamated with the 
Kiselo Class. 

The Trufalo G irls' C lass was organized about 
1927 for the girls from 14 - 17 years as the 
Kiselo and Fahelo classes were 5till active and 
accommodation in the Church Hall was tOO 

limited to enlarge the classes. Later this class 
amalgamated with the others making one large 
group. 

The Apex Boys' Bible Class was organized 
in t:IC e.uly 19JO's lor th e boys grauuatlllg 

---_._-_._-------



from the Junior Sunday School and still too 
young for the Alerts . I ts first leader was Dr. 
John Lappin and Ihe class finally dissolved in 
1947 when a joint boys and girls c1rus was 
organized. 

The Trinity Girls' C lass which was to all 
in len! and purposes the successor to Fahelo and 
Truralo , flourished under the leade rsh ip of 
Mrs. C. Lindsay until afte r the second World 
War when the girls and boys classes were 
combined into one. 

Our Church can well be p roud of these 
Bible classes fo r the leadersh ip in church and 
neighbourhood life that they provided both 
wh ile acti\'e and subsequen tl y. 

THE CHO IR 

The cho ir of St. John's Church has been 
blessed through its eighty yea rs by the efforts 
of faithful men and women. It has always been 
a volunta ry choi r recru ited from members of 
the cong regat ion , augmented by a few ou t
siders in terested in church choral work . Orig
inally a non-surpliced choir, afte r some con
tro\'e rsy and th rough the kindness of some 
members of the congregation, vestments were 
provided in the early part of this century and 
the choi r became full y functional in its part 
in the services of the church. 

As ex pressed by our choi rmaster and o rgan
ist the fun ction of a church choir is to prD
mote the spi r itua l through the medium of 
music. Since mus ic is cultural, the spi r itual and 
the cultura l therefore become interdependent. 

Our choir has alway! tried to forward 
aspects of the social side of life by holding 
acti"it ies not di rec tly connected with music. 
In Ihis they have been very successfu l and 
have always been noted for the harmony and 

fellowship pervading the g roup. The memo 
bers themselves pay fees which provide fun ds 
for many supplementa ry expenses and help 
the church in meeting parish expenses. 

For many years we hm'e been fortunate in 
having as Director, Mr. P. W. MacDonald, 
an outstanding mus ician and composer of man y 
anthems and musical arrangements . Under his 
leadership and with the faithfu l eHorl.S of 
the members, St. John'S Choir is recogn ized 
as one of the outstand ing Anglican choi rs in 
this area. 

THE WOMAN'S AUX ILIARY 
TO THE ANGLICAN CHURCH 

I n the year 1892, the AFTERNOON 
BRANCH of the W.A. in 51. John's Church, 
held its inaugura l meet ing , and became part 
of the Dominion wide organization of the WD
m:!.n'! Aux iliary to the Missionary Socie ty of 
the Church of England in Canada. An EVZ
NING BRANCH was later formed (or ladies 
who preferred an evening meet ing and the 
JUNIOR AUX ILI ARY (g; d s 7 to 12 years), 
h:u a long history in the annals of our Church. 
Dur ing the more recent years, a new group 
ca lled ST. MONICA'S was (ormed, comprised 
of young mothers, whose main activity con
ce rns the children in our par ish . The GfRLS' 
AUXILIARY for teen aged girls is important 
to the W.A. and we are happy that a branch 
has been started at St. John's. The newest 
development in the expanding W.A. is the fo r
mation of a morning group called the " WIL· 
HELMINA MacNAMARA" Branch , in honour 
of a wonderfully devo ted member of the W.A., 
who has been a Life Member for over fifty 
years. 

The members of all these b ranches have 
aided in supporting the workers sent ou t by 



th~ \V.A. The ~' Dominio n Pledge Fund", has 
paid the sa laTi cs of teachers , missionaries, 
nurscs, doctors, e tc. The "United Than k Off~ 
ering" ha.s hclped in the trai ning of women in 
the Angl.lcan Wor:nen's Training College , a nd 
h:ls provided pens ions fo r re tired workers. 

During the recent yea rs, our name has been 
changed and we arc now the Woman's Auxil~ 
i:l ry to the Anglican Churc h of Canada and 
all members have been admonished to' work 
not only for " miss ions" , but to assist in the 
t:lsks of the whole church . Social Service has 
In'corne a gro\" ing and important part of our 
progr;ll!l. Praye rful and financ ial suppor t has 
III'CIl SI\en to th e Down T own Chu rch Work. 
NS ' A~wci:lt io n , Nathanae l Institute, the Ang li . 
(.HI Il oll~l:S . . l!1d S lrach:1I1 ll ouses _ one of our 
Anglic:lll 1.lornes for the Aged, operated by 
two committees of the W.A. 

So " 'idespread and world.enci rcl ing is the 
olltreach of the Wom;:m's Auxili;lry that it is 
impossible to tell here the whole sto ry but 
S t. ) ohn's Church can 'be proud that so ~any 
o.f liS 1ll:lObers belong to this gre;l ! o rgan iza
tIO n, wh ich was recently described by one of 
the clergy as "next to Synod, the most im
po rtant part of the Anglican Church". 

THE WOMEN'S GUILD 
1908 - 19GI 

Fifty-three yea rs ago, an o rganization for 
women of the Church was started to be known 
as. the Women's Gu ild. Its by- I a~s s ta ted that 
thiS group was formed to assist the Rec tor and 
W.l rd t·ns. Th is the mer~lbers have been doing 
all through the yea rs III a very magni ficent 
manne r. The financia l aid given lO the wardens 
has been outstanding, amounting to thousands 
of doll ars. This was particu la rly he lpfu l in the 
days when the present new building was being 
erected . Afte r the death of the Reve rend Bev-

erl ey Smith , a fu nd was sta rted by the Guild 
members fo r the M emorial W indow in the 
Chancel. In later years, thc first hund red 
dollars was given by the ",'omen for the "New 
R ec tory" fund , and the Memorial Tablet in 
memory of the Rev. R. M acNamara was spon
sored by the Guild . 

In Feb ru ary 1927, the Unit System was 
established. This comprised ten Units led by 
ten Captains. Under this new system, the 
Women's Guild has nour ished and accom
plished more and more work for the parish. 
Along with fin ancial aid to the Church , a tre
mendous amount of Social Scrvice wor k was 
done in the years of the d eprcuion. Hundreds 
of house ca lls were made by the members, and 
many famil ies were helped with gifts of cloth
ing and food . During the two world wars, 
many boxes were sent overseas , and a g reat 
deal of ass istance was given to the Red Cross 
Society. The Guild was also represented in the 
Women's League of Nations. 

Another phase of work undertaken by the 
Women's Guild Wa3 that of aiding the Choir ; 
many hours being spent in sewing gowns and 
su rpl ices. Recently, the money donated by the 
Women 's Guild has been helpful in paying the 
Church Extens ion Allotments. (N. P.) While 
the Guild was or iginally started to aid its own 
Church, much work has been done beyond 
the Parish, and the members are currently 
contr ibuting to the needs of the Canadian 
Save the Chi ldren Fund, the D owntown 
Church Workers' Association, and the Woman's 
Auxil iary. 

Space does not permit listing the name! of 
devoted women who have given so much of 
their Time, T alent, and Treasure, in the past 
years, but we accept the challenge to continue 
the work which they started so many years 
ago! 



ANGLICAN YOUNG PEOPLES 
ASSOCIATION 

St. J ohn's AYPA has a long and eventful 
hi story. Founded about ten years prio r to the 
first World \Var the group has continued to 
flourish to the present day, During some per
iods, due to lack of young people of the par
ticular age group, attendance has been small 
but the organization has nevu ceased to func
tion . 

OUTIng the twenty year per iod betwt:en thc 
first and second World Wars, $1. John's was 
one of the dominant groups in AYPA in To
ronto, I:\king an ac t ive part in all loca l coun
ci l acti\'ities and working out cons tructive 
programs within our own parish. M ost mem
bers of Ihis g roup also participated actively 
in other phases ()f church work. 

For many years commencing in 1924 the 
AYPA produced an annual play and during 
this time also was ac tive in local counci l and 
community spo r ts with Ladies' and Men's soft. 
ball teams, debating teams, I nter·church ten
nis, and in conjunction with the Alert Bible 
~ass sponsored basketball and hockey teams . 
St. J ohn's group was usually the largest at the 
annual local council picnic, winning the field 
day shie ld three years in succession. Our ladies' 
softball team also won the championship the 
first year the league was organized. Boys' teams 
won the hockey championship and invariably 
finished in the playoff in softball and basket
ball. 

The slogan "For Ch rist and H is Church" 
and the program of "Worship, Work, Fellow
ship and Edifi cation" have been the keynotes 
to the long success of th is group. 

At present there are two sections The 
Omega group for 18 years and over and The 
Alpha grollp for 15 - 17 years. 

CHI-RHO FELLOWSHIP 

For several years while Rev. Ivan Smit~ was 
the assistant cu rate a branch of the Chi -Rho 
felowship was formed. Many forme r members 
of the AYPA enjoyed the fellowship and the 
opportunity to participate in church work. 

BOY SGOUTS AND CUBS 
The original charter to the 7th T~ronto 

Troop was issued in October, 1909, and It has 
been registered annually ever since. The ob
jective was to develop good citiz:nship habi~s 
and to train the boys in self-reliance, obedi
ence, loyalty. unsel fi shness and in usefulness to 
the public and to promote their spiritual, 
mental and physical development. The meet
ings star ted in St. J ohn's chu rch, Dundas 51. 
and St. J ohn's R d. and in Annette St. School. 

As the movement was comparatively new in 
West Toronto, the Troop grew slowly. By the 
outbreak of war in 1914 there were 10 patrols. 

Although many of the older boys enlis ted, 
the Troop struggled along but was moved to 
Victoria Church where the new scoutmaster 
was located. H oweve r in 192 1, the T roop 
headquarters returned to St. J ohn's and a Cub 
Pack was formed. Since that time the Troop 
and Pack have continued steadily with some 
rather lean years, but on the whole they have 
served the communi ty well . 

Many King's and Queen's Scouts have come 
from the Troop and Pack and we have every 
reason to feel proud of their long and honor
able record over 50 years. 

Down through the years both TrO?P and 
Pack have enjoyed remarkable .success I.n com
petition at camporees and their trophies and 
pennants are numerous. 



12TH TORONTO GIRL GUIDES 
AND BROWNIES 

In the fall of 1939. a roomful of eager 8-
to- ll-year-olds assembled in St. John's Par ish 
H all to form the wonderful fai ryland of small 
girls that is known as a Brownie Pack. A 
grou p of mothers had felt the need for an ac
tivi ty of th is sort wi thin the Parish. Their 
sons romped thwugh Cubs, while their daugh
ters looked on wistfully. They persuaded Mrs. 
H . E. Woolley, who had two Brownie-age 
daughters, previous experience and a bound
less imagi nation, to assume the leadership. Be
fore you could say "Fairy Ring", the Parish 
H all became a woodland glade where danc
ing groups of elves, fa iries, and gnomes worked 
their mysterious magic once a week. This was 
the beginning of the 12th Toronto Brownie 
Pack. 

However, time, tide, and young girls do not 
stand still, and it wasn't long before some of 
the Brownies began to talk abou t "flying up" 
to Guides - but there were no Guides . So it 
was tha t the 12th Toronto Girl Guide Com
pany was formed in 1942, under the capable 
leade rship of Miss June Knudsen. Both the 
Brownies and the Guides of the 12th can be 
proud of their records in the past twenty 
years. Although Guiding is a non-denomina
tional organization, we have always tried to 
show our appreciation to St. John's by faithful 
attendance at Church Parades and co-ope ra
tion in parish projects. 

When, in 1958, a meeting place was needed 
to re-open the West Division Ranger Company, 
St. John's was chosen for its central location 
and excellent facilities. The Company consists 
of girh from 15 to 21 years of age from the 
west end, and its chief aim - Service - has 
been carried out in many interesting projects 
and activities. 

MARRIED COUPLES' CLUB 

One of ou r newly-formed organizations is the 
Married Couples' club. Established in 1952 
under the guidance of Rev. C . D. Cross, then 
rec tor of the parish, the club has flourished 
through the years and has se rved as a model 
for a number of other simila r clubs. I t meets 
once a month for dinner with a program ar
ranged by the members and has served as an 
exce llent means of welcoming new cou ples 
into the parish. 


