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Loyalty to the Church means devotion to some one congregation. 
A man's spiritual home is his own church. There he gives his witness. 

Eagle Mosaic in Vestrv Entrance 

FOR WITH THEE IS THE WELL OF LIFE; 

AND IN THY LIGHT SHALL WE SEE LIGHT. 

Dr. Chisholm 

PSALM 36:9 



This booklet was planned as a short history to mark, not only the end of the first 

hundred years, but the beginning of another century, in the life of a loved and respected 

parish . 

The example, set by those who first brought the teachings of the Bible to the pioneers, 

has been upheld throughout the years by a band of faithful men , women and children . 

Obstacles have been overcome by faith , adversity has been accepted with endurance, 

progress has been met with adaptability, and success has been greeted with gratitude. 

The ever-constant willingness of a congregation to work together, pray together, and rejoice 

together - all this has built a bridge of faith , over which no one needs to walk alone. 

Faith bestows that sublime courage that rises superior to the troubles and 

disappointments of life, that acknowledges no defeat except as a step to victory; that is 

strong to endure, patient to wait , and energetic to struggle. 

James Allen 

Grateful appreciation is given to John Trimble of Orangeville, for the ink sketch and 

script used as the cover design . It depicts the continuity of parish service, from the first 

cottage meeting to the present place of worship. 

Appreciation, also, to Irene Munroe, for her sources of information, and her 

encouragement. 

Thirza C. Donovan 
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rhe Incorporoted Synod of the Diocese of Toronto 

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA 

To the Congregation of 

SI. John's, West Toronto 

My Dear People: 

135 Adelaide St. East 
Toronto , Ontario 

M5C 118 

Telephone : 363-602 1 

March 24, 1981. 

I understand that SI. John's, West Toronto, is celebrating its 100th Anniversary and 

I should like to join with a host of friends in prayers and best wishes on this important 

occasion. A century is a long time and I think of the generations of people who have served 

and prayed and witnessed in your commun ity - theirs is the story of St. John's, West Toronto. 

A century is an occasion not only 

to look back, but also to look ahead to the 

continuing work of the Church . While the 

world is changing, the essentials of the 

Gospel have not, nor the needs of people; 

and as SI. John's continues to minister 

to those needs, it will also be an effective 

part of your community. 

May God bless you all. 

Your friend and Bishop, 

Speaking of Bishops ....... . 

St. John's parish has played a part in the development offour Bishops. Thefirstto go on to 
thisfurther jield o/service was Incumbent Rev. F.H. DuVernet. After serving S t. John'sfrom 189510 
1904, he was called to become Bishop of Caledonia, B. C. Later a Curate became beller known as 
Most Reverend W. F. Bar/oot, D. D., Primate of All Canada. Another Curate, Stephen Wong, 
returned to his native China a/ier graduation and was made Bishop. Still later, the Right Reverend 
H. R. Hunt, D. D. , left his parish work to remain in the Diocese as Suffragan Bishop. 3 
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March 25, 1981 

Dear Peopl e of St. John's: 

As one of the cl ergy, privileged to minister with my wife, Rita, 

in st. John's Barish, during a portion o£· the last one hundred years, 

I extend warm congratulations and goodwill to the congregation, in this 

gl orious centennial year. 

Throughout its history, marked by many changes in social and 

economic conditions and development, amid period s of brutal war and 

uneasy peace, the members of the Parish have remained steadfast in 

faith and " i tness t o God, revealed in Jesus Christ , Saviour and Lord. 

From personal experience we know and testify t o the l ove, 

loyalty and ever-constant kindness of the peopl e of St. John's. 

\, ith the apostle Paul "e "thank God in all our remembrance of you, 

making our prayer with joy, thankful for your partnership in the 

Gospel, and being sure that He, who began a good work in you, Fill 

bring it into completion at the day of Jesus Christ." 

fie r ejoice with you in this centennial year, and , in expression 

of our greetings, pray that, in all future years, the good peopl e of 

s t . John's will ever heed the stirring a postolic call: '~e watchful: 

stand firm in the faith, be valiant, be strong. Let all you do be done 

in love. " 

Harry R. and Rita Hunt 



This is how we knew him best - as 

our Rector from 1935 - 49 . The Right 

Reverend H.R. Hunt, M.A., D.o. , retired 

Suffragan Bishop of Toronto, died on 

April 2,1981 . A native of Brantford , 

Ontario, he served in parishes from 

Batteau to Toronto, before being elected 

to the Bishop's office. With his wife, 

Rita, Bishop Hunt gave to his ministry a 

selfless devotion, and an unwavering 

belief in the inherent goodness of man. 

REV. H.R. HUNT, MA, B.D. 

While at St. John's, a 1939 Vestry report attests to his tireless concern for his 

parishioners: 779 personal calls, 952 sick visits, 437 meetings, 238 sermons. 

In the Sacristy there is a chalice 

bearing the inscription: 

In thanksgiving for the ministry 

of the Rt. Rev. H.R. Hunt, D.O. 

1935 - 1949 
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ST. JOHN'S CHURCH -- West Toronto 
ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA 

TELEPHONE , 763- 2393 

CANON M. P. POOLE. B.A .. B.D. 

RE CTOR 
288 HUMBERSIDE AVENUE 

TORONTO, ONTARI O M6P 1LS 

For one hundred years, St. John ' s has stood as a witness 

to the Kingdom of our Lord and within the walls of three 

Church buildings devout and faithful worshippers have found 

strength for life's journey. We pay tribute to the vision of 

the pioneers of this Parish and acknowledge the tireless 

service of countless men and women from the past to those of 

the present day who are guarding well the heritage that has 

been entrusted to them. 

We yield unto God most high our heartfelt thanks and 

praises for bringing us to this milestone in the life of the 

Parish and we seek His assurance and loving presence as we go 

confidently into the future. 

Maurice P. Poole, Rector. 
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THE REV. CANON M.P. POOLE, B.A., B.D. , INCUMBENT 1981 
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RIGHT REVEREND HUGH V. STIFF, D.O. 

Dean of St. James Cathedral 

Asst. Bishop, Diocese of Toronto 

REV. CANON R.F. STACKHOUSE 
M.A., D.O., Ph.D. 

Principal Wycliffe College 

Former Rector St. John's 

RIGHT REVEREND A.A. READ, Ph.D. 

Suffragan Bishop of Toronto 

In Charge of the Highlands 

Bishop-Elect to Diocese of Ontario 



TRIBUTE 

The C hurch sent forth her message -

To gather a ll within : 

Wit h stead fas t fa ith she bec ko ned , 

A nd ca lled her children in . 

A hund red yea rs of service 

Have wa tc hed the peop le grow 

In love an d und ersta ndin g, -

Begun so long ago. 

T he fa it h of those who la boured 

Nou rished w here they trod, 

A nd rea ped the pro mised ha rvest 

I n bless ings fro m th ei r God . 

T he fe ll ows hip a nd purpose, 

O f a ll w ho went befo re, 

Have left . their mar k to fo llow­

With in this o pen doo r. 

T .e. Do nova n ' 
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THE BEGINNING 

It all began in August of 1879, when Mrs. B.W. 

Murray (nee Julia Henry) hitched her horse to the 

buggy and drove through the bush of Runnymede and 

Swansea. stopping at the scattered homes along the way. 

The children of these homes became Mrs. 

Murray's passengers to her modest house south of 

Bloor Street. there to begin the first Sunday School of 

the a rea. The road travelled that day became the 

nucleus of a parish to be later known as St. John's. 

West Toronto. 

A plaque to the memory of Julia Henry Murray, 

on the east wall of the present chu rch, testifies that 

"through her devoted energy and her great love for 

little child ren. the foundation of the pari sh of St. John's 

was laid ." 

THE OUTREACH 

julia Jh',nru 
tAcl 

UJrn I (\1 .,11 1'.\1110\' ~11::i~" 
"DIl'.D mt)i11 DmD ri'O.\1 -) '\)17 

t31:;-al!llfl' 'l'IIC,') I"~ ,.ti .1II~ 
litf QIt' Jl I' \ . I ~l In: Il r j 'It 1 \'.1 It'l' 
~ ........ p.Ur. k 5'.l¥. .. ;u'jIJ.IO 

It became apparent that th e adul ts were desirous of family worship, and Mrs . Murray 

encouraged the establi shment of a more permanent base, with professional clerical guidance. In the 

meantime , adults met at the McGregors, at Eliza beth and Annette Streets. 

In September, 1879, the assemb lage took over the Mission Room at Elizabeth and Louisa 

Streets (now Runnymede and St. John's Rd.). The first Vestry Meeting was held on Decembe r 19, 

1879. 

Soon an offer was made by Messrs. Fisken and Wadsworth, designating two and one-half 

acres of land, to be used for a church and a parsonage. Ad vice was so ught from Rev. J . H. McCallum. 

Rector of St. Thomas, who had been ministering to the Miss ion congregation. 

At a Vestry Meeting in 1880, it was dec id ed to present a concert in December to launch a 

funding campaign. Mr. Murray was chosen as the fi rst Rector's Warden , and J as. Kennedy for the 

peop le. 

The Churchwoman's Mission Aid Society provided a surplice and Text Book . Mrs. Murray 

doubled as organist at the Harmonium and as Sunday School Superintendent. The Vestry appointed 

a Lay Delegate to Synod, and a building committee was chosen. 
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THE MISSION CHURCH 

The first official house of worship was planned in 1880, the cost not to exceed $700. A simple 

wooden structure, without a cornerstone , was dedicated on November 20, 1881 , by Bishop Arthur 

Sweatman, and served the congregation fo r eight yea rs. 

Classified as a Mission Church , it was designated St. J o hn's Church, Runnymede, and was 

served by students of Wycliffe College. The clergy include such names as Canon Ardill , Cooper 

Robinson, J . Macqueen Baldwin, A. Gaviller and R.A. Sims. 

By April of 188 1 the Mission was referred to as St. John the Baptist. In November there was 

a meeting to discuss the o pening of the new building. Fund raising events included a Tea Meeting 

with admiss ion set at twenty-five cents. A six-month stipend of fifty dollars was offered to a Wycliffe 

student, for Sunday services and one weekly visiting day, with provision for his horse while there. 

Pa rish life was affiliated with that ofSt. Mark's, Carlton until November 14, 1887, to become 

St. John's , Runnymede, later SI. J ohn's, West Toronto Junction. 

Excerpt from 1880 Financial Report 

Collection . ................................................. . . $ 1.45 
Pd. to Divinity Studen t . ... . ....... . . ....... .. .. . . . ... . ........ $ 1.45 
Lamp Ch imneys .............. . . .. . .. .. .. ..... . . .. .. . ..... .... $ 0.85 
Tea Meeting.... . ....... .. ..... . . .. ....... .. . ........... $ 16.82 
Collected by Mrs. Murray ..... . .. . . . • •.. .... .. •. . . . .. . . •...... $40.20 
Chu rch Key ..................... .. ....... . ..... . .... ......... $ 0 .35 

WIDENING HORIZONS 

In 1886. the Bishop was requested to set apart a Mission , bounded on the north by Davenport 

Rd ., east by Keele and Dundas. sou th by Lake Ontario and west by Jane . 

The following yea r, Dovercourt parish petitioned to be included with a pledge of $300 per 

annum. The proposal was tabled pending the Bishop's decision. If denied parish auton omy, St. 

J ohn's would include Dovercourt with a pledge of$600 per annum. The Rector's guaranteed stipend 

was set at $800 per year. 

The Vestry minutes of 1887 revea l that the Bishop recommended one Re v. C.E. Thompson. 

a grad ua te of Trinity Divinity College, to minister to the parish , ass isted by another Trin ity student. 

A resolution evolved to inform the Bishop that "it is the unanimous opinion of this meeting that 

th e ministrati o ns of the Rev. Mr. Thompson are not acceptable to the members of this church." As 

a result, on March 3 1, 1888 the acting minister, Rev. Arthur Chipman Miles, was officially appointed 

Incumbent. 

The need for ex panded quarters became urgent , a nd in April plans were formulated for a new 

building, to cost not more than $2500. This was later revised to $8000. The organ in use, owned by 

Mr. Murray, was donated to the congregation, provided that the services were conducted in 

eva ngelical methods , periodic checking to be done by the C hairma n of Wycliffe Boa rd of Manage- \ 

ment. If any deviation from eva ngelical innuence appeared , the organ would revert to its owner. 
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THE SECOND CHURCH 

On May II , 1889, a cornerstone was placed to begin a new building at SI. John's Rd. and 

Dundas SI. An attempt was made to limit the cost to $2500, providing a seating capacity of 

330 so uls. The old frame building became the Church Hall , and the Rev. R.P. McKim was 

inducted as Rector. Eventual cost of the structure amounted to $8737. By 1894 the congregat ion 

had grown to inc lude twenty-four Confirmation candidates. 

The turn of the Twentieth century brought an influx of British immigrants to the parish, 

drawn by the railway industry and the annexation of th e Junction as Ward Seven of Toronto. 

Enlargements and renovations of Church facilities developed und er the leadership of Rev. 

F.H. Duve rnet a nd Rev. T. Beverly Smith. 

The new Parish Ha ll , built in 1913 , was later so ld to the Y.M.CA. and used in 

Y programmes until its demolition in 1980. 

Thirty-four 

years later the corner­

stone was moved to the 

si te of the prese nt 

building a t Humber­

side and Quebec 

Avenues, where it 
stands as a tribute to 

100 years of fellow­

ship and mini stry. 
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NEW CENTURY GROWTH 

In spite of enlarged quarters at St. John's Road and Dundas, the needs of the expanding 
parish co uld not be met from one locati on, and a Mission was set up a t St. Paul's o n December 5, 
1909. Another was established as the Church of the Ad vent o n February 26, 19 12. 

The Rev. T. Beverly Smith carried on a burdensome ministry through the war years until 
his premature death in 19 18. During his last yea r of se rvice, a Rect ory was erected on High Park 
Avenue, the geogra ph ical ce nt re of the Parish. 

Plans for a new Chu rc h si te were soon 

implemented. On May 5, 1923. the cornerstone 

of the present edifice was la id - a building 

des igned to hold 600 people. November 4, 1923 

was a red-letter day for the people of St. John's, 

when the magni fice nt new building was ded ica ted 

by Bishop Sweeney. 

The tireless efforts of the congregation, 

encouraged by the zeal of the clergy, succeeded 

in completing the mortgage pa yments in 1944. 

Renovations were then made. and the purchase 

of the Parish House in 1959 ex tended the 

faci liti es for parish activit ies. 

.~ 

A transaction \Vith Molsons Bank three years before its merger \Vith Bank of Montreal. 
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AN HOUSE FOR HIS KINGDOM 

Fo ll owing the discharge of the mortgage in 1944 , arrange ments were made for a formal 

co nsecra t ion. The se rvice was conducted on Sund ay, November 19 , 1944, at seven o'clock in the 

eve ning, with the Most Rev. D.T. Owen, Archbi sho p of Toronto , offic ia ting. 

A petition was read by Fred Cawth orne, Rector's Warden , a nd accepted by th e Archbi shop, 

after th e trad itiona l tr i- knock, requesting permission to enter. The di sc harged mortgage and deed 

were presen ted by H.A. Hann , Peo ple's Warden . This was fo llowed by the reading of the Sen tence 

of Consecration a nd the ordering of the documents into th e Reg istry of the Diocese. 

The music for thi s occas ion included "Lord God of Hosts", a compos ition by St. John's 

orga ni st and choirmaster. Percy Wicke r Mac Do nald , F.C.C. M. This cho ra le had rece ntly achieved 

second place in a co mpetiti o n to which 660 manuscript s had bee n submitt.ed. 

A dedica t io n of new wo rk on the building took place in 1953. during the incumbency of Rev. 

Clinton D. C ross. The renovations included a new Holy Table a nd rered os . a mid-week chapel in the 

North T ran se pt . a Ba pt ist ry in the South T ra nsept , redeco ra ti on of the Nave, and co mpleti on of 

the Narthex. 

A message from Mr. C ross to the congregation paid tribute to the parishioners for ihei r 

faith and loya lty. saying that "St. John's has been a progress ive parish. it has moved on , a lways in the 

hope of serving God . and glorifying God among the peop le. " 

CU RATES AND ASSISTANTS 

A grea t co ntributi on to the life of a pari sh is the work of its curates and assista nt s. S t. J ohn's 

has bee n blessed by the services o f such clergy as C has. McKim, Wm . S impso n, F.J. Lynch, Edward 

Morley. R.S. Maso n. J .E. Ward , H.L. Nicholso n. L. Sm ith , Albe rt Simpson, R. E. Lemon, F.V. 

Abbott. Henry Roche, H. Nay lo r, W .F. Barfoot. Minto Swan, G .F. Bank s. R .C. Good , S. Wo ng, 

B.R. Englis h. T .E. J ones, C. D. C ross. G.R. Bracke n, D.G . Churcher, W.I.D. Smi th , W. Johnson, 

Wm. Bradbury, P. Hame l, W. Pogso n. J . Fralick. G . Fairhead. 

Art icle 19 of Articles of Religio n: "The visible church of C hrist is a co ngregation of 

fait hful men." 

15 
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IN HIS SERVICE 

In the first century. SI. John's has been se rved by ten Rectors. 

A.e. Miles, B.A. 1887 - 1892 

R.P . McKim, M.A. 1892 - 1895 Later Canon 

F .H. DuVernet , D .O . 1895 - 1904 Late r Bisho p 

T.B. Smith, B.A. 1904 - 191 7 

R . MacNamara, L Th 19 17 - 1935 

H.R. Hunt, M.A., D.O. 1935 - 1949 Later Bishop 

e. D . Cross, B.A. , L Th 1949 - 1955 Later Canon 

R.e. Stackhouse, M.A., B,D., PhD. 1956 - 1960 Later Princi pal Wycliffe 

G . Phi lpotts, L Th, ThM . 1960 - 1964 

M.P. P oole , B.A ., B.D . 1964 - Present ly Ca no n 

IN THE VESTRY 

This is my sheltered little island - here 

With in the tranquil , ordered book-lined walls, -

A haven where a th ousa nd a ncho rs hold, 

And make of me a ca pt ive of my goa\. 

Here are the tools to hel p me fash ion words, 

To soot he a nd reaso n with another's stress, 

To sa lvage so uls adrift o n storm-tossed seas, 

And send th em forth upon the ebbi ng tide. 

Here is my opiate in t ro ub led t imes, 

Where I can lull my dou bts and petty fears , -

I cleanse my mind to meet the rising sun , 

And gird my hea rt to reach my fellow-man. 

When I must leave my isle, I trim my sails, 

To face the wide horizo n of th e world; 

I wrap my faith a bout me, like a cloak, 

And trace, wi th God, firm foo tprints in the sa nd. 

T.e. Donovan 



MEMBERS OF THE PARISH IN SERVICE 

Florence Giles 

Edna Elliu tt 

Florence Nicholls 

Dorothy Wa rde n 

Col inette Harris 

Derwyn S hea 

J o hn Ha nna nt 

W . Arthur G ilbe rt 

C has. Draper 

Leon Ada ms 

Ray mond Taylor 

V ictor Brass 

Philip Poole 

Nurse in Pangnirtung 

O verseas Missionary 

Overseas Psychiatric Missionary 

Overseas Teache r 

Miss ions 

Mini stry 

Ministry 

Mini stry 

Mini stry 

Mini stry 

Church Army 

Church Army 

Mini stry 

And he sa id unto them, go ye into all th e world . a nd preac h the gos pel to eve ry crea ture. 

Mark XVI : XV 

Chapel Communion Table 17 



188 1-1 887 

1887 - 1888 

1888 - 1894 

1894 - 1896 

1896 - 1906 

1906 - 19 10 

1911 - 19 12 

1913 - 191 6 

1916 - 19 19 

191 9 - 1920 

1920 - 1921 

1921 - 1922 

1922 - 1924 

1924 - 1925 

1925 - 1926 

1926 - 1927 

1927 - 1928 

1929 - 1930 

1930 - 1933 

1933 - 1934 

1934 - 1935 

1935 - 1937 

1937 - 1938 

1938 - 1939 

1939 - 1940 

1940 - 1941 

194 1 - 1942 

1942 - 1943 

1943 - 1944 

1944 - 1945 

1945 - 1946 

1946 - 1949 

1949 - 1950 

1950 - 195 1 

1951-1952 

1952 - 1953 

1953 - 1954 

1954 - 1955 

1955 - 1956 

1956 - 1957 

1957 - 1958 
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THE WARDENS 

B. Murray, H. Dempster 

Chas. Flint 

e. Flint , Geo. Behan 

T iffin Ha rris, Geo. NichoBs 

H. Byers, Geo. Webb 

Rob!. Drewitt 

Rob!. Drewitt, A.H. Richardson 

J .E. Scott, W.A. Skeans 

T.e. Thompson, H. FeB 

H. FeB 

G.G. Elliott , e. Armstrong 

J .B. McQuaig, G.G . Elliott 

G.G. Elliott , e. Armstrong 

J . Carroll, G.G. Elliott 

e.T. Rose, W. Code 

J. Carroll , V.S. Ba iley 

J. Madden, F.G. Kemish 

J. Madden, E. Needham 

J. Madden, e. MacDougal 

J . Madden , W. Code 

W. Code, H. Winn 

J. Madden, G.G. Elliott 

G.G. Ell iott, F. Jones 

F. Jones , e. Green 

e. Cra ne, e. Green 

e. Crane, e.G. Cameron 

S. Hannan t, e.G. Cameron 

S. Hannant , A.R. Pye 

F. Cawthorne, A.R. Pye 

F. Cawthorne, H.A. Hann 

H. Ha nn , F. Barnett 

H. Hann, J.W. Spence 

F. Butler, J. Spence 

F. Butler, W.T. Rose 

L. Addleton, W. Rose 

L. Addleton, W. Shortt 

W. Shortt , R. Willis 

R. Willis, e. Fra lick 

e. Fra lick , F. Munroe 

F. Munroe, J . Goodfellow 

J. Goodfellow, J . Lappin 



1958 - 1959 

1959 - 1960 

1960 - 196 1 

1961 - 1962 

1962 - 1963 

1963 - 1964 

1964 - 1965 

1965 - 1966 

1966 - 1967 

1967 - 1968 

1968 - 1969 

1969 - 1970 

197 1 - 1972 

1972 - 1973 

1913 - 1974 

.1975 - 1976 

1976 - 1977 

1977 - 1978 

1978 - 1979 

1979 - 1981 

19 16 - 1923 

1923 - 1963 

1963 - 1968 

1963 - 1968 

1968 - 1972 

1972 -

ORGANISTS 

O. Taylor, J . Lappin 

O. Taylor, G. Hooper 

G. Hooper, w. Thompson 

w. Thompson, H. Bennett 

H. Bennett, R. Curry 

R. Curry, H. Lane 

H. Lane, J . Lawson 

J. Lawson, W. Hood 

W. Hood , F. Scott 

F. Scott, H. Elliott 

H. Elliott, W. Godson 

W. Godson, W. Todd 

G. Goodfellow, D. Young 

D. Young, A. Sim 

A. Sim, M. Johnston 

G. Devitt, M. Johnston 

W. Hoyland, E. Lee 

J. Va rley, G. Devitt 

I. Munroe, J . Edwards 

I. Munroe, J. Edwards, 
Joan Devitt, Deputy 

Ralph Tucker 

Percy W. MacDonald 

Gera ld K. Webster 

Alex Ogden, Ass!. 

James Leonard 

Gary Gray 
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THE SOUTH TRANSEPT 

The South Transept has undergone several changes in planning and seating. In 1953, the focus 

was placed on its function as a Baptistry. The Font was set into an apse, surmounted by a mural 

of the descending dove, symbol of baptism. 

During the resurfacing treatment of the floors in Centennial yea r, some of the pews were 

removed from the Transept. This leaves a larger open area between the Font and the participants 

in the baptismal service. Thus it becomes a special and separate place for the accepta nce into the 

congregation of the newly-baptized , while maintaining its position as a link between Chancel and 

Nave. 

THE CHAPEL OF EASE 

An item of interest came to light during the reading of the history of St. Philip's, Etobicoke. 

1856 saw the arrival of the Rev. W.A. Johnson in the Weston area, where his ministry was a 

constant struggle to bring about a compromise between two strong factions - high church and low 

church ritual, free and rented pews, payment and witholding of stipend . Through much adversity 

he established a small church, naming it Chapel of Ease. In time this became the property of the 

moderates, known as St. Philip's congregation. 

When the first St. Philip's building burned in 1888, the people assembled for joint se rvices 

with the people of St. John's, Weston, in the Chapel. The many theological differences brought 

discord and St. Philip's determined to rebuild on the former site. 

Their determination was strengthened when it was found that the Incumbent was sign ing the 

joint Register as Rector of St. John's, Weston . Then came the day, at the urging of the Rector, to 

move the Chapel to a more central location. Along Main St. it became bogged down in the mud and 

was pushed on to an unoccupied lot, where it remains today, after many alterations. 

St. Philip's new building was erected in 1894 in record time, with the students of Wycliffe in 

charge. Within two years, through poor public relations at Synod , the Bishop ordered it closed. 

Then came St. John's, Toronto Junction, to the rescue. The Rector, Rev. F.H. DuVernet 

offered to serve once each Sunday at St. Philip's to maintain its identity as a parish. Until his 

elevation as Bishop in British Columbia, Mr. DuVernet was the guiding force in a faithful 

congregation, whose people became a symbol of strength and zeal in the difficult early yea rs on the 

Humber. 
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MEMORIAL WINDOWS 

Year of Dedication To The Glory Of God In Remembrance Of 

1904 Sermon On The Mount Most Rev. F. DuVernet 

1917 The Good Shepherd Sarah Griffin 

1917 Fishers Of Men Rev . T. Beverly Smith 

1923 J esus, Mary And Martha Martha Ann Hinde 

1923 Ascension Fallen Comrades 

1924 Blessing The Children Mary Elizabet h Cooper 

1930 Christ The Healer R. Rut! Hopkins, M.D. 

1931 Crucifixion 50th Anniversary 

1943 The Empty Tomb William H. Dixon 

1945 The Boy Jesus Bible Class Boys 

1957 Virgin Mary Marjorie Ethel Stokes 

1962 Adoration Of Shepherds Hilda May 

1968 Christ Breaking Bread Samuel Ryding and Wife 

1969 Behold I Stand At The Door H. Harrison and Wife 

1976 The R ising Eagle Five Bible Classes 
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THE COLOURS 

Through the yea rs, ten flags have been dedicated, and function as perma nent symbols, 

or used o n occasions. 

The C hristian flag, designed by c.c. Overton , of New York, hangs in the C hance l, 

accompanied by the flag of St. John's. This was designed by R. E. Willis, a parishioner. Both 
banners were dedicated in 1974. 

At the Chancel steps are the Ca nadian flag , given by David and Mary Legge in 1965, and the 

Anglican flag, adopted in 1955. The Ontario fl ag, in memory of Alice and Joseph Young, in 1965 , 

ha ngs across the Nave from th e Union Jack, officia I since 180 I. 

The War Memorial triple cluster is grouped over the Honour Roll . The Scout and Guide 

banners are carried during group processions. 

j . " 

.. "* 

The ancient symbol of a rising eagle is sa id to have been assigned to St. John the Apost le, 

because his gaze pierced farther into the mysteries of Heaven than that of any man. 

The white, blue and red colours of the Christian flag signify purity, courage and sacrifice. 
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THE BIBLE CLASS 

It was October, 1923. It was S und ay afternoo n. It was time to meet the new Curate . It was a 

memorable day for twelve you ng men from the ages of sixteen to nineteen, the first members of 
the Alerts. 

The Rev. Minto Swan, the new Cu rate, had been requested by the Rector , Rev. R. 

MacNamara , to set up a Bible Class . This became a most successful venture into Christia n activity 

and fellowship , wit h Wm. Shortt elected as the first President. The group grew to include 150 

enthusiastic members, a nd celebrated a reuni o n in 1973, with Minto Swan in attendance . Many 

anecdotes still circulate co nce rning the studies an d events enjoyed by the Alert Bible Class, under the 

gu idance of their dedicated leader, known as the Bowli ng Pa rso n. 

To quote a Toront o news paper covering 

the 50th A nni versary, 

"Young Deacon Swan is well-known across 

Canada now by different names. In eccles iast ica l 

circles he is Canon Swa n, in academ ic ci rcl es 

Dr. Swan, in penitentiary and a ir force ci rcles 

Padre Swan, but to the members of the Bible 

Class, he wi ll always be Minto ." 

Rev. Canon M il1lo Swan, 
E.D., M.A., B.D., D.D. 

Not to be outdone, the girls of the pari sh formed two Sunday a ft ernoon groups, known as 

the Kise los a nd the Fahelos. Roma nces fl ourished a nd res ulted in sixteen marriages within the 

three classes. 
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IV 
.j>. BIBLE CLASS MARKS 50 YEARS AT ST. JOHN'S 

A lert Boy's Bible Class, 1924, with Rev. Minto Swan returning to celebrate 1973 reunion at S t. John's West Toronto 
A nglican Church, marking their 50th year this October 21 . 



1934 GROUP LEADERS 

Sunday School Mr. Cameron 

Women's Guild Mrs. Carberry 

Woman's Auxi liary Mrs. Hurlburt 

Choir Mr. MacDonald 

Junior W.A. Miss Laventure 

Evening Branch Miss MacNamara 

K iselo Class Miss Lord 

Fahelo C lass Miss Code 

Bula Matadi Miss May 

Alerts Mr. Bennett 

500 Club Mr. Pequegnat 

Trufalo C lass Mr. Cameron 

FROM FINANCIAL RECORDS 

1928 - Sale of St. John's Road property 

1935 - Rector's salary 

- $3855 

- $ 1800 

1937 - Rector's sa lary - $2000 

1940 - Rector's sa lary - $2200 

MEN'S CLUB EXECUTIVE FOR 1952 

Honorary President 

Honorary Vice-President 

Past President 

President 

1 st Vice-President 

2nd Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Entertainment 

Rev. C.D. Cross 

Rev. R. De Courneille 

Wm. Shortt 

Frank Munroe 

N orman Whittaker 

Ron Willis 

Geo. Mitchell 

Herb Wickenden 

Robt. Murray 

25 



THE WOMEN 

WOMAN'S A UXILIARY 

T he yea r 1892 marked the inaugura ti on of the first Parish bra nch of the Woma n's Aux ilia ry, 

und er the leadership of Julia Murray . Membership fee was set a t ten cents. Names of the 17 charter 

members were Murray, Upperto n, McDonald , McKim, Wa lker, Cha rleton, Keele, Constantine, 

Webb, McGui re, Stewa rt, Povey, Bagsley, Trott, Newso n, Nicholl s and Knight. 

An eve ning branch was soon fo rmed, fo llowed by a Junior Au xilia ry for girls fro m seven 

to twelve yea rs. La ter the St. Monica branch compri sed young mothers. The Girls' Auxilia ry fo r 

tee n-agers became a helpful unit. To hono ur Wilhelmina MacNa mara , a Life Member for over fift y 

years, a morning branch ad o pted her name. 

The prime functio n o f the W.A. was assistance in need y areas from fa r-di sta nt mi ss io ns to 

downtown projects. And who ca n overl ook the "Bales" - miles o f knitting, ya rds of stitching and 

acres o f quilts, shipped to fa r-off pa rishes and miss io ns? The first bale was assembled in 1893 fo r the 

miss io n of Rev. A. Ecclestone , St. J oseph 's Isla nd , Algo ma, with a freight cost of $3.69. 

The W.A. is now pa rt of the A.C. W. programme, a nd reta ins the spirit of its lo ng histo ry 

of dedica ti on. 

In 1981 the shipping of ba les is to be phased o ut , due to dec lining o utpost need s a nd escala ti on 

of fre ight charges. Emphasis will be placed on needs of mission clergy a nd local projects. 

Referring to the W.A. , one clergyma n noted tha t " nex t to Synod, it is the mos t importa nt part of the 
Anglica n C hurch". 

~~~~~ __ ;(! .i( .~ 
.; -'~, ~ ""u~7' ~. ~ ~ 
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WOMEN'S GUILD 

The Women's Guild has had a long and devoted history of service. Its main function was 

parochial , emphasizing ongoing assistance to Rectors and Wardens. The Chancel window in 

SI. John's is a lasting reminder of the many projects spearheaded by the Guild. 

In February, 1927, the Unit system was established , comprising ten groups. Between the years 

1908 and 1964, assistance was expanded to include visi ting, overseas packages in two wars, provision 

of Choir vestments and participation in the Red Cross programme. The Guild was also represented 

in the Women's League of Nations. 

Marrha Would Call Them Friend 
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CHANCEL GUilD 

At a meeting of the Wo men's Guild, on May 15 , 1917, The first Chancel Guild of St. John's 

was formed, insta lling Mrs. C. Temple as Pres ident. Charter mem bers were Mesda mes Fell, Maso n, 

Farwell , Hurl , Co llins, Jones, Hirons, Wilkes, Shortt and Hann ington. Mrs Ha nnington beca me 

the second president. 

The first contribution of the C hance l Gu ild was response to a request for communion linen 

and two hassocks. In May, 191 8, a pix was dedicated in memory of Sgt. W.G. Fell. 

The Guild has drawn from the co ngregatio n faithful and dedicated women, whose care of 

the Sanctuary is a testim ony of their faith. 

The Vestl11ents 

The Fair Linen 29 



ANGLICAN CHURCH WOMEN 

As th e work of the Au xi liary a nd G uild bega n to co nve rge within and wit hout the pari sh, 

it was decided to ama lga ma te, a lo ng with the Cha nce l Guild. The first meeting of the women o f 

St. J ohn's , assembli ng und er the na me of Anglican C hurch .Women of St. John's, was ca lled on 

Janua ry 23 , 1964. 

The Units regrouped a nd ad o pted th e nam es of Saints - Anne, Bride, Ca therine, Eli za beth , 

Fait h, He le n, J oa n, Marga ret , Mary., Mildred a nd Monica. As membership dec rea sed , due chiefl y 

to a shift in th e pa rish popu la ti o n, the unit s merged into fo ur mai n gro ups. 

The 1970's saw a merge r wit h the me n of the parish , und e r the ban ne r of A. C. Wo rkc rs. 

Howeve r, there has bee n a resurge nce of e nthusiasm to return to the prev io us format , a nd to beco me 

aga in a n integra l part of th e Diocesan A nglican Church Wo men , with the o rga ni zat io n'S 

ever-wid ening areas of se rvice . 

The North TrallSepI 
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THE DORCAS BALE 

With the organization of the Woman's Auxiliary to the Board of Domestic and Foreign 

Missions, attention was focussed on the material need s of remote Missio ns. The Dorcas department 

in the Toronto Diocese assumed the task of shipping clothing and furnishings to many distant 

places throughout the world. The first shipment was made in 1886 by the women of SI. Mark's , 

Parkdale , to the Diocese of Algoma. 

The wome n of SI. John's played a great part in the Diocesan provision of these much-needed 

items. In 1938, they shared in the assembly of 581 shipments. During the Second World War, 

they assisted the Diocese with increased 

co ntributions, due to the enforced lack 

of supplies from Eng land . With the 

inception of A.C.W., the Dorcas 

department retained its role of 

assembl ing bales for the Missions. 

As the seventies came to an end, 

it became apparent that the purpose of 

the bales had become impractical. partly 

because of the escalating shipping 

costs, and partly because of the growing 

resol ve of the Mission clergy to stimulate 

se lf-help programmes Within the 

Missions. Suggesti o ns ha ve been made 

to reorganize the Dorcas department , 

by adopt ing a system of direct financial 

ass istance to outpost areas. 

June of 1981 will mark the end of 

an era with the shipment of the la st bales. 

1933 - MISS JULIA DA<VSON 

E\PE~IDlrURE~ 

Gen er~l Rel ief 

Chr:is tmaa meat fOr basket s 

Fruit, veget~bleB 

Extrli. bllltsket 

Mr s . Robbi ns for Mother's 
supplies 

C.li sh belt.nce 00 band 
JllO. 1 st, 1934 

23 .71 

10 .54 

2. 55 

1. 50 

5 . 00 

$ 43.30 

~'''J ~ 4- <6 If. $ ~2.56 
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Alternatives will be prese nted to make use of the creative talents of the A.C.W. Ninety-five years 

of stit chi ng and knitting will be remembered as a Christian labour of love by women whose efforts 

will be channelled into anot her stream of service . 
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TH E BIBLE CLASS WINDOW 

This window is made infive panels, each symbolizing the goals oJthefive Bible Classes which are named Apex, 
Alert (boys), and Kiselo, Fahelo and Tru/alo (g irls). The Rising Eagle, symbol oj St. John, surm oums all the sections. 
The Apex comains the Tablets oj the La 11'. Next to the leJt is the Chalice, signifying the conquest over death. The 
Scroll and Quill pay tribute to the Gospel of St. John. The Bible at the right signifies the source oJChristian teaching. 
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THE CENTENNIAL STONE 

On Sund ay, June 7th , 198 1, the Centennia l Sto ne was added to the fo unda tio n of S t. J ohn's, 

West To ronto. T he dedication ce remony was conducted by the Right Reve rend Hugh V. Stiff. 

Enclosed with the S to ne a re mementoes of the Anni versa ry yea r: 

logo pin , inscribed pencil , spoon, bookma rk , ba ll oon, pa rish li st , Order of Se rvice and 

histo rical account. 

A commemo ra tive plaque is to be loca ted in the Na rthex, inscribed thus: 

Give n by Dwight and Eleanor Wilso n 

In memo ry of Mr. a nd Mrs. H. Dean, 

Wm . J . Dean and Marga ret J . Dean 

DISTING UISHED GUESTS 

Ma rch 1969 Ross Mac Donald , Lieut. Gove rnor Ontario 

(Sco ut Pa rade) 

Ma y 1973 Ross Mac Do nald , Lieut. Gove rnor Onta rio 

(Commonwea lth) 

November 1974 Mos t Reverend Edward W. Scott , Primate 

(Dedicati on of Flags) 

February 1975 Pa uline McG ibbo n, Lieut. Govern o r Ontario 

(7th Scout Reuni on) 

May 1976 Gera ld Donahue, U.S. Consul 

(Ca nadia n-American Friendship) 

November 1976 Pa uline McGibbon, Lieut. Gove rn or O nta rio 

(95th Annive rsa ry) 

Ma y 1977 Diaco na te Candida tes 

(Diacona te Se rvice) 
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DO YOU REMEMBER .......... .. ? ? ? ? ? ? ..... . 

The handkerchief showers for the Fall Bazaar 

The visiting co mmittee do ing fift y ca lls per month 

The Do mestic ta ble con ve ned by Mrs. Bolto n 

Gra ndma Marsh lighting up the Friendl y Corner Club 

Doug G rey and the Camel's Eye 

The Scarboro Bluffs' outings wi th Miss Hilda May 

The Apron-M easure Tea a t Mrs. Fell's home 

T he C hoir picnics a t Cra igleith 

T he Men's Club skit o n the first Ves try minutes 

The Brownie wee kend a t Piper's Hill 

The C rusade week with Marny Patterson 

The Humberside Reuni on Service 

T he introdu ctio n of duplex enve lopes in 1924 

The Outreach 26-mile wa lk 

The garden setting for the Ma rried Co uples' dinner 

Cha nging th e Cha nce l's four bulbs with J ohn La ppin's ladder 

The hunting seaso n on ba ts by Ro n Willis and David Legge 

The o ld back-firing gas stove in the fo rties 

The days the boys put the fea thers in the orga n 

T he to urs of Dr. Minerva Reid's rose garden 
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SCOUTS AND GUIDES 

The 7th Toronto Boy Scout Troop rece ived its o rigina l charter in October, 1909, and annual 

regi stration has never lapsed. Begun at the church on St. John's Road , it grew with the pa ri sh. During 

Wo rld War I, the Troop combined with that of Victoria Presbyterian, returning to its origi na l 

spo nso r in 1921 . 

A C ub Pack was formed during that year. This began the development of many later Rovers, 

King's a nd Queen's Scouts. 

In 1973 the 7th fla gs were retired and placed in the C ha pel. The new co lou rs were destroyed, 

a lo ng with other eq uipment , by a fi re which affected their storage space . In Fe bruary of 198 1, on 

Baden-Powell Day, the a nniversary of the Sco ut and G uid e move ment , new fl ags were dedicated. 

During the past year the 7th has been joined by the 7 lst , fo rmerly spo nsored by High Park 

United Church, along with members of their G ro up Committee. 

The first Brownie Pack was formed in 1939, unde r th e leaders hip of Mrs. Woolley. It became 

th e 12t h Toronto Pack, a nd three years la ter the members litera ll y grew into a G uid e Com pany­

a lso 12th Toronto. 

The West Divisio n Ra nge rs have used the 12th facilities, co ntinuing to provide leadership 

in the community and mutua l respo nsibility within the movement. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE 

Junior Choir Picnic 

Junior Choir 

Church Choir 
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TH E MUSIC 

Fro m time immemo ria l, music has bee n the exp ressio n of the sou l of man , with pra ise to the 

Creato r reac hing the heights of voca l a nd inst rumenta l so und. T he co mpositi on a nd rend it ion of 

sacred music have beco me to the parishio ners of St. J o hn's an integra l pa rt of the ir worsh ip. 

T he first recorded refe rence to mu sica l participation was made in Ap ri l, 1887, in the form of 

a vote of t hanks to Mrs. Murray and her choir. 

In 189 1, a Voca li on, be lieved to be a reed organ , ma nufac tured by Maso n and Risch, was 

accepted on a tria l bas is . A decisio n was made to purc hase the instrument , the re by c reat ing a 

co nstant pro blem with pay ments. The Young Peop le's Guild offe red to help a nd the firm was asked 

to a rra nge term s no t to exceed ten do llars per mo nth . 

La ter tha t yea r, th e Peo ple's Ward en, Mr. Wright, "complained most grievously of the delay 

in sec uring money fro m the T reas urer of th e Young People's G uild for payments on the Voca lion." 

It was decided in 1893 to info rm Mason and Ri sc h o f the inab ility to keep up the ten-do llar 

payment s. A ho use-to-h ouse collection was made by the wom en to red uce the debt. I n t he mea ntime, 

a delegation was di rected to look into a no ther type o f o rga n. 

Interest in the C ho ir soa red by Easter of 1900, wh en Mess rs. Ward , Smyth a nd Baker we re 

appointed to "assist in the musica l a ffa irs of the Church ." Immedia te ly they reco mmend ed an 

expend iture of $5.00 to buy shee t music . T he meet ing ended wi th "a praye r and harmony". 

By 1903 Miss Harri s was ea rni ng $ 100 per year as organist , and $ 120 as Deaco ness. In 1904 

the sa lary of the "organ blower" was increased from $ 13.00 to $20.00 per year. 

I n the ea rl y yea rs the subject of the C hoir a ppea red o n nea rly eve ry Vest ry agenda, not a lways 

prod uct ive ly. For exam ple, in 1906, " the subject of cho ir leader a nd orga ni st was broug ht up, bu t 

as J .G. Wright had left the papers in his store, the ma tter cou ld no t be dea lt wi th ." 

In tha t same yea r the orga nist, M r. Ives , resigned . A com mittee , includ ing Mr. W right , was 

a ppointed to se lect a replaceme nt. M r. W right sta ted that " if the res ponsibilit y of a new cho irma ster 

we re left wi th hi m, he wo uld no t stand fo r any co mp lai nts". 

The 1907 moti o n to provide vestments fo r the cho ir was lost in th e length y discussio n . 

T he subject of the o rga n is abse nt fr o m the reco rd s unti l 1909, when a Vestry re po rt sta tes 

tha t " the ba la nce owing on the pipe o rga n is d ue, a nd the chu rch fro m which the orga n was purchased 

is pressing for the a mount of $450.00". 
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David Legge has provided information relating to this instrument. It was built by the Lye 

Organ Co., Toronto. Mr. Lye Sr., played the bells at St. James Cathedral for many years. Air 

pressure for playing the pipes was provided by volunteers working a pump handle. Usually a choir 

boy did the pumping, and the choice rested with the one who showed up first. Among the many 

pumpers are the names of Bob Boyd, Bill Banks, Harvey Bennett , Bruce Hughton, Cyril and Norm 

Mashinter, Bill Shortt, Cliff and Howard Thompson. 

In 1910, the Vestry voted $200.00 to provide motive power for blowing the pipes. Also, in 

appreciation for the great strides in achievement, "a grant of fifteen dollars is to be made and set apart 

to banquet the Choir". By the year 1911, the Women's Guild was able to provide $250.00 for the 

installation of a motor. It is said that if Percy MacDonald had run out of gum and string the whole 

organ would have fallen apart. 

In 1923 the organ was moved to its present location. The work was done by the C. Franklin 

Legge Co. , who have been in charge of maintenance, alteration and rebuilding ever since. 

1947 saw the replacement of choir pews by Globe Furniture , Kitchener. The pipe organ was 

rebuilt, using the old pipes and case work, with new working parts. The console was moved from the 

Epistle side to the Gospel side of the Chancel in 1950. 

A set of Warren Organ Co. Trumpets was added in 1953. This set had been made in 

Woodstock , Ontario, for Augustine Methodist Church, Winnipeg, about 1910. 

The twelve 16-foot Trombone pipes came to St. John's by a circuitous route. They belonged 

originally to a Warren organ, installed in Erskine Methodist Church, Montreal , about 1906. In 

1936, this instrument was replaced by a new Legge organ. The Warren organ was purchased by Holy 

Blossom Temple, Toronto. There it was dismantled in 1956, and the Trombones came to St. John's. 

The Chimes, operated from the console, were given in 1961 by Alex Ogden, in memory of 

Ada Gertrude and Colin Ogden . 
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OTHER ADDITIONS TO THE ORGAN 

1959 - Clea ning, building frames, Swell shutters 

- Casavan t Melodia from Renfrew 

- Oboe from Saskatoon, made in the mid-twenties 

- Dulciana a nd Gamba basses 

- Changing of Celeste 

196 1 - Deagon Chimes from Chicago, no longer available 

1962 - Replacement of C hance l case 

- New pipes from Heyhusan , Holland 

- Trumpets, made in Germany, from St. George's on th e Hill 

1966 - Choir Orga n, in memory of Percy Wicker MacDona ld 

- Revoiced Clarinet and new Piccolo 

198 1 - Peda l Dulc iana, Breckels a nd Matthews, 19 11 , from Parkdale United 

T he cleaning and repair of the pipe organ system is a n ongo ing ope rat io n. An o rga n fund 

exists to provide, through givings o r memorials, for periodic servicing, in order to maintain the 

high qual ity of a fi ne instrument. 
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THE CARILLON 

An option in the architect's plans included a belltower to house ten bells. It was decided to 

follow this plan during construction, and the bell s were purchased from England, with the assistance 

of Dr. Jackson and T. W. Chad burn. The extra footings required used up the budgeted moneys, 

leaving the Narthex and Gallery to be finished later. 

The Cari llon was installed in 1924 and dedicated in April. The bells range in size from 50 

inches to 18 inches in diameter. The "broom-handle" keys are played by fist or open hand to ring the 

inside clappers. The outside clappers are operated by an electric clockwork system. The clappers 

were repaired in 1874, under the supervision of Gordon Slater, now Dominion Carilloneurin Ottawa. 

The Tower Siairway A Croyden Bell 
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Percy Wicker MacDonald, F.CCM. 

Beloved Organist and Choirmaster 

from 1923 to 1963. A student of 

Dr. H.A. Fricker, Percy at sixteen 

began his musical career at the Advent. 

During his forty yea rs at St. John's 

he became known as musician , teacher 

and composer. His anthems, composed 

for specia l occasions, include: 

In My Father's House Are Many 

Mansions , The Tabernacle Of God, 

o Praise God In His Holiness. 
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MORE ON THE BELLS 

The Carillo n was first hea rd on Easter Day, April 20, 1924. The bells a re class ified as ca rill on 

beca use they a re so asse mbled tha t they can be o perated by o ne person, as opposed to indi vidual 

change ringing. A modificatio n of change ringing is provided by an electric drum, ass urin g tha t the 

heavy tenor bell fini shes the ring cha nge of the other nine. 

The bell s were cast by Gillett and Jo hnsto n, Croydo n, England , a nd a rrived in Toronto 

ab oa rd the S. S. Bosworth. The largest bell weighs 2700 pounds. A compa ni on set is housed in the 

tower of Trinity Episco pal Ca thedra l, Buffalo . Ove r the yea rs, ca rilloneurs of the two chu rc hes have 

exchanged keyboa rd rec ita ls. 

In 1974, to mark the 50th Anni ve rsary of the insta lla ti o n of the bell s, a se ries of recita ls was 

held each Sund ay in September during the noon hour. Homebound churchgoe rs thro ugho ut the 

a rea were able to enj oy the stirring to nes of the Bells of SI. J ohn's. 

44 


